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DUSTON LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY 
NEWSLETTER  

issue 7, OCTOBER 2020 
 

JAMES MANFIELD (1856-1925) 
LOCAL PHILANTHROPIST 

                                                    
JULIA CORPS  

Volunteer at NGH Historic Archive and Museum 

Everyone associates James Manfield (left), a local shoe manufacturer, 

with Manfield Orthopaedic Hospital. James lived in this beautiful 

neo-Jacobean mansion, known as Weston Favell House, with his wife 

Louisa and family. He had nine children but after their youngest son 

Neville, a keen aviator, was 

killed in WW1 Louisa 

couldn’t bear to live there 

any longer.  After two 

unsuccessful attempts to 

sell the property, and 

refusing to sell it for a 

fraction of its worth, James 

decided to give the house 
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and grounds to the Crippled Children Society in 1925.  It was known as the Manfield Hospital for Crippled 

Children, later changing its title to Manfield Orthopaedic Hospital (entrance hall right).  It closed and was 

sold in 1992 and the main building was converted into apartments under the name of Manfield Grange. 

What isn’t so widely known  is that over the years James Manfield gave thousands of pounds to local 

causes. When he became Mayor in 1905, he shunned the Mayoral reception and payment of expenses 

whilst in office and donated the money to poor relief in the town. Reading about the poor health of 

children in other parts of the country, he decided to finance the provision of two meals a day for three 

months for 110 children and then continued this programme for several years. 

 He became Chairman of the Corporation Improvements Committee and to experience the slums of the 

town himself he walked the streets accompanied by a plain clothes police officer for his safety. He was so 

appalled by the living conditions he had seen that he vowed he would devote himself to the improvement 

of slums and the lives of those less fortunate than himself. He privately gave large sums of money to the 

Salvation Army to distribute amongst the slum dwellers.  His acts of benevolence were carried out quietly 

and privately, never seeking publicity. 

 One of his favourite quotes was ... ‘’The way to have friends, is to be one’’.     

 

POSTCARDS - BARBARA LUKE 

The turn of the century saw the golden age of postcards.   An article in the newspaper from August 21st 1899 read 

“The illustrated postcard craze, like the influenza, has spread to these islands from the continent, where is has been 

raging with  considerable severity.” 

With multiple daily postal collections and deliveries (up to 12 times per day in large cities!) postcards were 

effectively the text messages of their time. It was cheap and convenient to send them, and postcard obsession 

reached its peak in the Edwardian era with billions of then being sent each year. Scenic landscapes, portraits, 

exhibitions, royal visits, humorous scenes or even current events were quickly printed in postcards shortly after 

taking place. The many surviving examples of such postcards tell a vivid picture of the time. 

The introduction of the 1871 Bank Holiday Act saw an influx of day trippers from factories to booming British 

seaside towns, a major theme of many postcards sent at the time 
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In 1902 the divided back postcard was introduced, which allowed people to write messages on one half and the 

address on the other, and the front would have the picture 

The golden period of silk postcards was as at its peak during WW1 with thousands sent home from the trenches.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The card (left above) was French and was sent to my Grandmother from her soon-to-be-husband serving in France 

during WW1. They were also used as a propaganda tool at the time, lots were humorous but some quite sad. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



DLHS Newsletter October 2020 P a g e  | 4 Issued 23rd September 2020 

The Mystery Postcard 

(postcard below right) 

At one of DLHS meetings I was given a postcard 

(below right) by Maggie as she had heard me talk 

about Newcastle on Tyne and thought I might 

like the postcard. It shows the Town Hall in 

Newcastle a typical English Victorian Municipal 

building, but I didn’t recognise the building and 

looking closer it was in fact Newcastle in South 

Africa. 

Dated 1910 it had been sent to a Mr J Ringrose 

a grocer of Grey Friars Street in Northampton 

from his nephew Hanbury Ringrose who had 

travelled South Africa with his daughter Ada. 

Hanbury was born in Guilsborough his father 

was a carpenter by trade and so was Hanbury.  

He married and moved into Northampton living in Great Russell St. He had four daughters and one son William.  Until 

Hanbury died in South Africa in 1939 he travelled there with his daughter many times, I am unclear whether this was 

for business or possibly to visit his son William.   

 
 
 
NOT A   
POSTCARD 
(left)  
 BUT A 
PHOTO OF 
BARBARA 
LUKE AS A 
PATIENT IN 
MANFIELD HOSPITAL (AGE 10) 
 

Barbara is 2nd on the left in bed with her doll 
 
 
 
 

AS IT WAS - KATHY PERKINS - WOMEN AND THE VOTE 

On an election day many years ago, sitting and chatting with my female hair stylist, who was, at a guess, in her early 

twenties,  I asked whether she would be voting that day.  “No”, she replied shrugging her shoulders,  “it doesn't 

really affect me.”  

Bemused I asked her what she knew of the historic struggle women had gone through in order that we now have the 

right to vote.  It probably won't surprise you that she knew nothing of it!  
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The suffragists 

In 1866 there were two groups of women that fought to gain the vote, distinguished by 

their different methods of campaigning.  These two groups were the suffragists, who 

campaigned using peaceful methods such as lobbying. A group of women organised a 

petition demanding that women should have the same political rights as men and 

gathered over 1500 signatures in support of the cause. The women took their petition 

to Henry Fawcett and John Stuart Mill, two MPs who supported universal suffrage. Mill 

drafted an amendment to the Second Reform Bill that would give women the same 

political rights as men and presented it to parliament in 1867. The amendment was 

defeated, however, by 196 votes to 73. 

In the wake of this defeat the London Society for Women's Suffrage was formed and 

similar women's suffrage groups were founded all over Britain. In 1897, 17 of these 

individual groups joined together to form the National Union of Women's Suffrage Societies (NUWSS), led 

by Millicent Fawcett.  

[image on the right above appeared in the press in support of the Artists Suffrage League also to represent the ‘working class women] 

From the perspective of some campaigners, the suffragists failed to achieve votes for women by peaceful, 

‘respectable’ methods. Many disillusioned women began to advocate a more militant approach. These two groups 

became known as the suffragettes, and they adopted the motto 'Deeds not Words'. 1 

The suffragettes 

In Manchester in 1903 Emmeline Pankhurst founded the Women's Social and Political Union (WSPU) with her 

daughters Christabel and Sylvia. The organisation grew to include branches all over Britain and involved more 

working-class women. The WSPU adopted militant, direct action tactics.  

The first hunger strike was undertaken by Marion Wallace-Dunlop in 1909 as a protest when she was not given 

political prisoner status in prison.  She had been arrested for damaging a wall  in St. Steven’s Hall in the Houses of 

Parliament  

The WSPU chained themselves to railings, disrupted public meetings and damaged public property. In 1913 (image 

next page of pamphlet 1913), Emily Davison stepped out in front of the King's horse at the Epsom Derby. Her purpose 

remains unclear, but she was hit and later died from her injuries. 

Suffragettes were arrested and imprisoned, but continued their protest in prison by hunger strike. Although initially 

they were fed by force, in 1913 the Prisoners Temporary Discharge for Ill-Health Act was passed in parliament. 

Commonly known as the Cat and Mouse Act.  

This permitted the early release of women had become so ill as a result of their hunger strike that they were at risk 

of death but required that they returned to prison when their health was better to continue their sentence. The 

hunger strike force-feeding process then began all over again. Emmeline Pankhurst was jailed and released on 11 

occasions.  

In 1918 the Representation Of The People Act was passed which allowed women over the age of 30 who met a 

property qualification to vote. Although 8.5 million women met this criteria it only represented 40% of the total 

population of women in the UK at that time.  

 
1 https://www.bl.uk/votes-for-women/articles/suffragists-and-suffragettes (written by British Library Learning) 

https://www.bl.uk/votes-for-women/articles/womens-suffrage-key-figures
https://www.bl.uk/votes-for-women/articles/suffragettes-violence-and-militancy
https://www.bl.uk/collection-items/photograph-of-emmeline-pankhurst
https://www.bl.uk/collection-items/photograph-of-christabel-pankhurst
https://www.bl.uk/page-not-found?item=web%3a%7b4242F7B9-4C9D-43AA-A31E-336AC4F0AD2E%7d%40en
https://www.bl.uk/votes-for-women/articles/suffragists-and-suffragettes
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Females had the right to vote, but only if they were over the age of 30, owned 

property, were a member or married to a member of the Local Government 

Register, or were a graduate in a university constituency.  It was restrictive and 

overly selective.  But it did change the face of the electorate dramatically. 

According to the electoral register of the time, the female proportion shot up to 

43 per cent despite those limitations. And, perhaps most significantly, it paved 

the way for the Equal Franchise Act a decade later: an extension of the Act from 

1918, which gave all women over the age of 21 the right to vote – property 

owners or not.  

The same act extended the vote to all men over the age of 21. The electorate 

increased from eight to 21 million but there was still huge inequality between 

women and men.  

LOCAL SUPPORTERS WHO WERE INVOLVED IN GETTING WOMEN THE VOTE 

Margaret Bondfield  (image below (left)) 

Margaret Bondfield (1873-1953) was a politician, trade unionist, and women’s rights activist. As an important member 

of the Trade Union Congress and Labour Party, she fought for women’s rights, such as maternity benefits and full 

suffrage. Despite rejecting home-making and motherhood herself, she believed that women’s traditional roles 

deserved respect. Margaret was elected as Labour MP for Northampton in 1923. She later became the first female 

cabinet member.    

It was not until the Equal Franchise Act Of 1928 that women over 21 were able to vote and women finally achieved 

the same voting rights as men.   This act increased the number of 

women eligible to vote to 15,000,000. 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mary Pendered (1858-1940) (image right) was an author 

from Wellingborough. She was also a historian, musical score 

writer, pianist, playwright, monologue performer, spiritualist, suffragette, and journalist. She was, for many years, a 

writer for the Wellingborough News using the pen name ‘Redwell’. She also wrote children’s books, plays, poems, 

essays and articles, non-fiction, and over 100 novels sometimes in her name or using other pen names. 

Voting gives us, the people, the power to decide how the UK is run. The MPs we help to elect will be making 

decisions on issues that we care about, including NHS, Housing, Education and the Environment. By voting in the 

election we can support a local candidate who will represent our views in parliament, and can influence the policy 

issues we care about.  

 

 
2 https://www.northamptonshireheritage.co.uk/ 

https://www.northamptonshireheritage.co.uk/
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A REFLECTION - MARGARET EDWARDS 

With children returning to school this month, and reading Julia Corps article “Schools out for Summer” (DLHS 

Newsletter no.6-Sept. 2020), set me thinking. 

How things have changed, since my days of teaching 28 years ago, essentially with the arrival of Covid-19 on 

our shores. This has certainly involved additional work for staff and curtailed the out-of-school activities in 

the curriculum. At Ryelands Middle School these included:    

• Annual residential trips to France to enhance the classroom experience 

• Annual residential skiing trips to Scotland if there was sufficient snow 

• Annual residential visits to activity and adventure centres in the County and North Wales 

• Day visits to museums, historical sites, theatres, farms etc 

I have always felt that this type of learning is more than icing-on-the-cake, but extends pupils’ understanding 

and knowledge of the world they live in and its relationship to the classroom activities. Most teachers are 

surprised and pleased to build a relationship with children outside the confines of the classroom. Reflecting 

on all this, I feel that the learning experience will be diminished, as Covid-19 prevents close contacts, and I am unable 

to envisage the above events being undertaken for a long time to come. Even performances, such as concerts and 

plays within school, will face problems with an audience having to social distance. 

On a lighter note.  Although only some parents are under the impression that teachers’ work is over by 3.30 pm, you 

might be interested to read a letter I sent to the Chronicle and Echo on return from a trip to North Wales. 
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ST. CRISPIN’S HOSPITAL - IMAGES BY DARRIN STEVENS 

DSF5995 – This picture (left) was 

captured in the walls of the dance 

hall, sadly burnt down a few years 

ago!  When the builders where 

preparing the building for redesign in 

to modern flats they opened a hole in 

the wall and you could see two 

projectors just standing there in their 

majesty, waiting to be used but full of 

dust – simply beautiful.  

 

Just how many evenings were 

enjoyed watching the movie of the 

day?  
 

DSF6637 – As you can see from the picture (right) the 3rd floor ward 

walls have been stripped back for the new build to take place – the 

builder had pulled out at this point and had, or were, in the process of 

selling on the buildings. The graffiti is quite fitting, and the impact of 

the ward walls are stunning - if they could tell a story?  

 

DUSTON FEAST - DAVID CARTER 

Many local villages held an annual “Patronal Feast,” on or around the date of their Patron Saint’s Day.  People 

working away from home would come home – to family, friends, and Church – for the Sunday, and stay as long as 

possible for the following days.  Many village groups held special events during Feast Week. 

Rev John Louis Petit painted 
two watercolour pictures of 
St Luke’s Church circa 1860.        

The original pictures are in 
the possession of the Parish 

Church.  Copies are at St 
Luke’s Primary School. 

St Luke’s Day is 18 October.  

With the parish church 

dedicated to St Luke, Duston 

held its annual patronal feast 

over one week, starting on 

the Sunday nearest to 18 

October.  Church services 

were an important part of 

the celebrations on Feast 

Sunday, and the parish and 

local organisations arranged 

teas and suppers, concerts, and even annual meetings on the days following.  Most events were advertised as 

“public,” which encouraged visitors from outside the parish to be involved.  Sunday Schools at Churches and Chapels 

arranged “treats” for the children, tea parties, sports events, a picnic, or even an outing to another village.  Some 
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gatherings took place on the last day of Feast Week - the Saturday.   From the late nineteenth century, when schools 

were established, children often had “half days” or even “whole days” as holiday.   

One Duston resident recalls that a travelling fair regularly arrived on land adjacent to the Hare and Hounds public 

house, on the Harlestone Road.  The activities and events, available to locals and visitors alike, attracted people from 

Northampton and local villages. 

The Hare and Hounds 
stood opposite the 

Rifle Butt, on 
Harlestone Road. 

In 1882, the local 

newspapers reported 

that “being the Feast 

Week, there was a 

considerable number 

of visitors from 

Northampton and 

other places.  On 

Monday (24th 

October) a tea 

meeting, under the 

management of Mrs G 

Smith, was held at the 

school, after which 

dancing took place.” 

FEAST SUNDAY 

1893  Feast Week at Duston was inaugurated on Sunday 22nd October by the annual church parade of the Heart and 

Hope Lodge No 323 of the Nottingham Order of Oddfellows.  Some seventy members formed in a procession at the 

top of the village, at two-thirty o’clock, and headed by the St James Britannia Brass Band marched around the village 

and afterwards proceeded to the Church.  The officers of the Lodge in the procession included Brothers H Billing, T 

Harrison, T L Harrison and J Harrison (Officers and Stewards of the Lodge), and Brother H Trasler.  A contingent of 

Northampton brethren comprised Brothers G Osborne, J Jackson, G Jackson, S Minards and W Gardener.  The service 

at the Church was conducted by the Rev C R Barker MA (the rector), who preached an appropriate sermon from 

Isaiah ch 4, v 11.  Appropriate hymns were sung during the service, at the conclusion of which a collection was taken 

in aid of the Northampton Infirmary.  In the evening, the Britannia Brass Band gave an open-air concert in the village, 

when a collection was taken in aid of the Band funds.  

The Annual Church Parade of the Oddfellows Lodge was held, as usual, on Feast Sunday, 23 October 1904, the 

proceeds being devoted to the Juvenile Branch.  Although the weather was damp and gloomy, there was a good 

muster of members at the headquarters, the Squirrels Inn, where the procession was formed, and headed by the 

Harpole Excelsior Band, proceeded to parade the village, a collection being made en-route.   The officers of the 

Lodge present were Brothers C North, E Johnson, G Arthurs (Tyler), H Trasler (Treasurer) and R Tearle (Secretary); 

while, from the Provincial Grand Lodge in Northampton, G Osborne, W Potter, J Clare, W A Ives, F Tarry and H 

Hammonds; and from the Court Palmerston, Brothers Spencer, Hopewell and Smith; a number of juveniles also 

taking part in the procession.   

At the entrance to the churchyard, the procession was met by the clergy and choir, the processional hymn being 

“Onward Christian Soldiers,” while the first hymn of the service was “To the Name of our Salvation.”  The Vicar, Rev 

W C Richardson, conducted the service, and the lesson was read by Rev C E Newman, late Vicar of St Mary’s, Far 

Cotton, who also preached. 
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The Squirrels Public House (left) was the 

headquarters of the Oddfellows, and 

was used by many village groups for 

meetings, social functions, and dinners. 

A Church Parade was held on Feast 

Sunday (24 October 1915) of Friendly 

Societies, Boy Scouts etc.  The procession 

paraded the village at 2.30pm, led by the 

Scouts’ Bugle Band, under the 

conductorship of Mr William Thomason.  

At the service, an able address was given 

to scouts and men by Rev L C Streatfield, 

Vicar of Dallington, to a crowded 

congregation.  Those who took part in 

the parade were; the Duston Scouts, under the leadership of Scoutmaster A E Smith and Assistant Scoutmaster A 

Attwood; the juveniles and members of the Heart and Hope Lodge Oddfellows, namely Brothers A F Adams, F 

Cowley, W Hammond, W Tearl, O Mundy, E Johnson, W Faulkner, H M Mallard, E Cowley (Treasurer), E C Trasler 

(Secretary) and T S A Harrison.  Foresters’ Brothers C Pendred, W Dove and H Spencer.  Collections were taken on 

behalf of Northampton General Hospital. 

Mrs Henry Cooper, of Northampton, celebrated her 87th birthday on 20 October 1928, the day before Feast Sunday.  

She was able to celebrate her birthday by accepting an invitation to the Old Scholars’ Services at her old chapel in 

Duston, on the following day, Feast Sunday.  Mrs Cooper was accompanied by her daughter Miss Nellie Cooper.  The 

following year, heavy rain on Feast Sunday prevented Mrs Cooper from travelling to Duston. 

FEAST MONDAY 

1880  On Monday 26th October, a public tea was held in the Church schoolroom, when upwards of fifty partook of it.  

Soon after the tea, dancing was commenced, and was well kept up by the company present, which now numbered 

more than one hundred.  The String Band, with Mr Barker of Northampton, played the dance music.  After paying all 

expenses, the profits were added to the funds of the band. 

 

 

There were very few rooms 

in the village suitable for 

large gatherings, other 

than the chapel and the 

public houses.  The village 

school provided rooms, 

especially the school hall. 

 

 

 

FEAST TUESDAY 

On Tuesday 23 October 1894, a further celebration of the Feast took place in the schools, in the shape of a parochial 

tea, followed by a dance.  The arrangements were carried out by Mrs Gough and other ladies; and trays were 

provided by Mrs and Miss Williams, Mrs Wilcox, Mrs Collier, Mrs Gough, Mrs Jones, Mrs Matthews, Mrs Stevenson, 

Mrs Crowder, Mrs Loake, Mrs Gardham, Mrs Rixon and Mrs Amos.  A numerous company sat down to the tea.  

During the evening, Mr Wilcox addressed a few words of welcome on behalf of the vicar (Rev C R Barker) who was 
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absent through ill-health.  Rev A C Williams, on behalf of the company present, thanked the ladies who had been so 

successful in promoting their enjoyment.  Mr Warner of Northampton rendered efficient service as accompanist.  

The proceeds of the entertainment are to be devoted to the provision of new lamps for the Church.   

FEAST WEDNESDAY 

1888  Green Man Inn  (now the Thomas a’Beckett).  The tea, concert and ball, arranged by the proprietor in 

celebration of Duston Feast was very largely attended by a select company.  The tea was served in good style.  After 

the tables were cleared, vocal and instrumental music, interspersed with dancing, was indulged in, which was keenly 

enjoyed by the whole party.  The following ladies and gentlemen assisted with the harmony; Miss L Mobbs, Mr L 

Eitelburg, Mr W Poole, Mr J Bullock, Mr T Poole etc.  Mr F Allibone made an efficient MC.  (The community at St 

James End was part of Duston Parish until around 1901, when it became part of the Borough of Northampton). 

 

The Green Man is the first inn as travellers leave Northampton.                                                                                                     

At the junction with the road to St James Mill, the Green Man was used by many groups for functions.  The 

Commissioners for the enclosure of Duston land held their public meetings here in 1776.                                          

FEAST SATURDAY 

On Feast Saturday (29 October) 1904, the Young People’s Society of Christian Endeavour at the Chapel held its 

annual Tea and Concert.  A good number attended the tea.  The following programme was given, Mr C Alsop being in 

the chair … 

March “Ebenezer” Band;  Song “Dreamland” Mr G H Smith;  Recitation Mr G Law;  Song “Down the Vale” Miss A 

Harrison;  Waltz “Orange Blossom” Band;  Song “The Present Times are the Best” Mr T Harrison;  Quartette “Oh, that 

I had Wings of a Dove” Misses K and A Harrison, Messrs T and E Harrison;  Song “Sing Me to Sleep” Miss K Harrison;  

Duet “Angels Whisper” Misses H E and A Harrison;  Song “The Monarch of the Storm” Mr E Harrison;  Gavotte 

“Lunsdale” Band;  Song “The Fisherman and his Child” Mrs W H Harrison;  Quartette “The Bright Side” Misses K and A 

Harrison, Messrs T and E Harrison;  Song “Dear Land of Roses” Mr H W Harrison;  Waltz “Skelton” Band. 

(Several members of the Harrison family – especially Thomas Harrison and his brothers, together with their children – 

were accomplished musicians.  Their Duston String Band performed at many village and chapel functions). 



DLHS Newsletter October 2020 P a g e  | 12 Issued 23rd September 2020 

The Chapel was opened in 1844, as a place for the Sunday School 

and adult services.                                                               Chapel 

groups such as the Ambulance Class also met there.                                                                                             

Schoolrooms were built behind the chapel, and opened in 1928. 

An enjoyable tripe and leg of mutton supper was held at the 

Squirrels Inn, on Feast Saturday (27 October 1906), bringing to a 

conclusion the celebrations of Feast Week.  An excellent repast 

was provided by the Host and Hostess (Mr and Mrs G J Russell), to 

which upwards of forty sat down.   

After supper, Mr E S Amos and Mr J Woods were elected to the 

chairs, and a capital entertainment was gone through, to which 

the following kindly contributed – Mr J Billington, Mr F Russell, Mr 

A Bond, Mr W Bray, Mr J Ayres, Mr J Woods, Mr H Trasler, Mr J 

Hopewell, Mr T Civil and Mr Facer.  The accompanists were Mr W 

Friday and Son, on the banjo.  A vote of thanks to the Host and 

Hostess, the Chairmen and all those responsible for the 

arrangements, brought a very pleasant evening to a close. 

 

FOLLOWING FEAST WEEK 

In early November 1908, the Medical Officer (Dr Lewis) reported a very serious outbreak of Scarlet Fever in the 

district.  There were nine cases at Duston, three at Harpole and one at Little Billing.  The Duston cases had been 

traced to importation from Northampton, and the Harpole cases were attributed to the children from the village 

visiting Duston Feast.  Dr Lewis said the Scarlet Fever was very prevalent in Northampton and the hospital was full.  

In the circumstances, he anticipated there was no means of isolating the district cases.  The chairman said there was 

a great danger in parents allowing their children to mix with other children before they were properly freed of the 

disease.  Dr Lewis said that children were not supposed to go out without medical sanction.  The Surveyor was 

instructed to inform the parents that they must have the doctor’s permission before the children went outdoors. 

During World War Two, the Feast events and activities were restricted.  A few weeks after Feast Week in November 

1940, a letter written to the local newspaper read …“Sir, may I ask why, in spite of Duston’s children already going to 

school on half-days only, the authorities of the school see fit to have two days’ holiday, because it is Duston Feast.  

Could not our children be taken out on nature studies or something similar, rather than wear out their clothes 

climbing trees?  Or are the teachers on reduced pay as well as hours? “ Signed by “Pull Your Weight.” 

OLD SCHOLARS’ WEEKEND 

On the Sunday nearest to 18 October, St Luke’s Day, the community celebrated Duston Feast.  It was a weekend 

when those working away from home returned to family, Church and Village.  The Chapel invited former scholars 

and teachers to special services on Feast Sunday in 1901; they were so successful that it was agreed to make Old 

Scholars’ an annual event.   

Each year until almost the end of the twentieth century, the Sunday School Secretary would write to all old scholars, 

informing them of the recent work, asking for a donation to funds, and of course inviting them to “come back” to 

visit the Chapel and the Sunday School as part of Duston Feast.  Those former members who had died were 

remembered in prayers, and each evening service ended with the singing of “God be with you till we meet again.” 

The Chapel’s services on Feast Sunday, both morning and evening, were “special,” often with a visiting preacher.  Old 

Scholars were encouraged to attend either or both services, and were also welcome to visit the morning or 

afternoon Sunday Schools.  A whole day could be spent at the Chapel. 

A Social Evening was often arranged on the Saturday, prior to Feast Sunday, making the Old Scholars’ event into a 

weekend of celebration. 
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Old Scholars’ Services were not held in 1917.  Letters of Greeting were sent instead of invitations.  The following year 

(1918) a Tea was arranged at Duston Mill (The Sunday School Secretary, Mr Thompson’s home), and it was agreed 

that the Secretary should write to the local Food Comptroller for a permit to purchase rationed provisions. 

The morning and evening services in 1923 were led by Mr Arthur Sheard, while Mr Noah Taylor (of the London 

Evangelisation Society) preached in the afternoon.  The chapel was packed with old scholars for the evening service, 

when Mr Taylor read the lesson, and the Choir, conducted by Mr J W Adams, rendered anthems.  Soloists were Miss 

Laura Allen (soprano) and Mr Stafford Garnett (tenor).   

Mr Sheard preached at the evening service the following year (1924), and solos “Nearer my God to Thee” and “How 

Lovely are Thy Dwellings” were sung by Mr H A Glenn (tenor).  Mr J W Adams conducted the Choir, which sang “In 

God is our Trust” and “How Lovely is Zion.”  The solo was taken by Miss Rosie Burt and Mr A R L Smith officiated at 

the organ.  Collections were, as always, for Sunday School Funds.  

The evening service in 1929 was led by Rev J Bolton of Potterpury.  Lessons were read by former scholars Arthur 

Harrison and Frank Higham, and the anthem “O Saviour of the World” was sung by the Choir.  Mr H Tarry, from 

Northampton (tenor) sang the solos “Where’er You Walk” and “Sound an Alarm.”  The accompanist and organist was 

Mr A R L Smith and Mr J W Adams conducted the Choir.   

Regular events continued during the war years of the 1940s.  Mr Hector Harrison conducted the morning parade 

service, at Old Scholars’ in October 1941, while Mr Horace Harrison gave the address.  Mr E A Caborn was the 

speaker at the Bible Class in the afternoon, and (in the absence of regular preacher Arthur Sheard due to illness) 

Charles Battle preached in the evening, when Mrs Busby (soprano) and Mr Harry Corby (bass) sang the solos.  A two-

manual organ, the gift of Mrs Drinkwater, was used for the first time.  At the organ and piano was Miss Ann Adams.  

A dance for Duston Comforts Fund was held that weekend, in the Institute in Sycamore Road, with Mr James P 

Harrison as secretary. 

The Institute (Village Hall) 

was opened in the early 

1920s.                                                                                                       

Note the wooden 

framework on the walls, for 

wooden shutters to be 

attached as blackouts.                                               

The piles of soil on the road 

probably indicate that 

drains have been installed! 

By the 1950s, all Chapel 

services (including weddings 

and funerals) were 

transferred to the schoolrooms.  The chairs were moved aside during the week, for BB, GLB and other groups to 

meet. 

The chapel schoolrooms, with organ loft above the entrance, ready 

for Sunday Worship. 

At Old Scholars’ services each year, messages from former scholars or 

teachers unable to attend, were read out, as were the names of 

recently departed scholars or teachers.  “God be with you till we 

meet again.” 
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Ashtrees House, Saxon Rise, Duston - Barbara Luke 

Duston Local History Society have recently been gifted documents including lovely pictures relating to the 

1952 sale of the Highfield Estate. 

The owner of the estate was Mr Percy Major a Director of Smith Major and Stevens 

Hydraulic Lift Manufactures of St James Northampton later becoming Express Lift 

Company.  

The Estate consisted of Ashtrees House, the Lodge and all the land of Highfield which 

included a mushroom and a chicken farm.  The house was built after 1911, in Duston 

sandstone much in the style of Duston Architect George Stevenson, designer of 

Weston Favell House and Elmleigh on Harlestone Rd, and his own house Oak Lodge in 

Peverill Rd. 

The drive to Ashtrees House had gates operated by a hydraulic platform.  As a car drove on to the platform 

its weight would operate the gate.  I have been told Duston boys would gather on the platform to try to get 

the gates to open.  In the late 1940s cars were very much heavier than today so I don’t know how many 

boys were need to make this successful! 

The Business of Smith Major and Stevens began in London in the late 1700s. Mr Charles Major, father of 

Percy, was with the company for 40 years until his death in 1917.  He was Chairman after the business 

became a Company in 1909. In 1910 the company relocated from London to Northampton to large and 

splendidly equipped factory and offices in St James making hydraulic lift platforms.   In May 1915 Smith 

Major and Stevens and Northamptonshire engineering companies met together  to form a cooperative to 

make munitions for WW1 similar to the cooperative in Leicestershire employing many young women. 

So, DLHS Members … what do YOU remember of the Highfield Estate? 

 

   PICTURE QUIZ  - Mark Vincent 

The images in September edition were:    

Lowdown, a Counselling Centre for 

Adolescents, formerly the Becket & 

Sergeant Charity School, 1862 (Kingswell 

Street, off Gold Street. 

 

 

St. Mary’s Church, Brington 

 

 

 

EDITORIAL - ARTICLES AND IMAGES FOR THE NOVEMBER EDITION OF THE DLHS NEWSLETTER should be sent to 

me by 11TH October .  Please so please send me items of interest for publication.  Kathy   

Duston.dlhs.@gmail.com 

  

The Editor reserves the right to decline to accept an article.   Also articles may be edited due to space constraints 

mailto:Duston.dlhs.@gmail.com

