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DUSTON LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY 
NEWSLETTER  

issue 14  - MAY 2021 
 

NORTHAMPTON GENERAL HOSPITAL  

JULIA CORPS (Volunteer) 

More from NGH History Archives … 

 
A few years ago a valid point was raised by a visiting archive mentor who 

commented that the NGH History Archive had scant modern history content. This is 

absolutely true as once we reached the digital age, official photographs were no longer printed and kept after media 

usage.  I think with today’s mobile phones taking over from cameras we can say the same about our own family 

photographs and storing them ‘in the cloud’ can make them easily forgotten. These days we print off fewer photos 

to store in albums that  take up space and attract dust.  

Our team is now making a conscious effort to work on this gap in the hospital’s history.  Once we return to our 

archive, we will be busy recording all the changes that have occurred in the hospital to cope with the Covid cases and 

hopefully record how it has affected the staff as well as patients. One of the new rules in place at the moment, 

although we all hope that will change soon,  generally only allows unaccompanied patients to attend the hospital 

and no visitors, so the public may be unaware of the Epaulette Murals that have recently been exhibited. 

You may recall the tragic death of the Thames Valley police officer, PC Andrew Harper, killed on duty in 2019 in 

Berkshire, just four weeks after his marriage. The media coverage touched many people across the country, 

including a Northamptonshire police colleague, PC Stuart Roberts. He drove to the scene on his motorbike and left 

flowers, a note to PC Harper’s widow and his own 

epaulette. He posted an image of this tribute online which 

promoted a huge response.  More tributes came from all 

over the world and across lots of different services, all 

wanting to pay respect to a fallen colleague and wishing to 

donate their epaulettes in his honour. The collection had 

become a demonstration of solidarity between all of what 

is now termed as the ‘Protective Services’. 

A collection exceeding 22,000 donations of epaulettes was 

received and fortunately Stuart met a local artist and 

teacher, Sam Bailey, who had already had experience of 

creating memorial-art immortalising our fallen British 

Service Personnel. Sam created a fitting memorial mural 

to PC Andrew Harper entitled ‘Shoulder to Shoulder’, using 

donated epaulettes to depict the variety of roles 

protective services undertake.  

Responding to the Covid-19 event, with a prominent focus on our NHS, Sam then went on to design a mural to do 

justice to staff. Captain Tom Moore became the focus of this 9 ft tall by 6 ft wide piece, as the nation took him to our 

hearts watching him raise over £32 million for a variety of NHS charities by walking in his back garden. The resulting 

artwork shows him completing his challenge, with a rainbow and NHS heart rising out of his back like a cape and 

framed with donated epaulette slides. 
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The second mural depicts VE Day as the nation 

commemorated the 75th anniversary of Victory in 

Europe, with this event depicted in more epaulettes. 

Can you remember that gloriously hot day and how we 

celebrated it under lockdown conditions? 

These two murals were received by the 

Northamptonshire Health Charity and have been 

placed at the Billing Road entrance and the main 

entrance by Café Royal. When we regain the freedom 

to visit and accompany loved ones to the hospital and 

you see these murals, take time to admire and consider 

their content. 

 

OLD NORTHAMPTON 

Funded by the donations of Northamptonians as a memorial to the former King, the sculpture was unveiled in 

September 1913 when King George V and Queen Mary visited the town.  It was reported that a crowd of 65,000 

Northampton people came out to greet the King and Queen, and that the royal cavalcade stopped at the 

memorial so the King could stand and salute his father. 

 

AS IT WAS - CHILDBIRTH - Kathy Perkins 

Today, childbirth is openly discussed in today's society. Images of pregnant women 

appear in magazines and women giving birth can be seen on television and in movies.  

From the vast multitude and variety of ways in which women from different cultural and 

social backgrounds give birth today, and in the past, it seems that there is no such thing 

as a universal natural childbirth technique. The experience of childbirth is undeniably a 

natural event, but nature is fraught with danger and risk; the former avoided and the 

latter lessened by shared experience and expertise. 

EARLY ENGLAND Childbirth during this period was a very dangerous time for women and 

many wrote their wills before they gave birth in case they did not make it through the 

delivery. However, despite the dangers many women gave birth multiple times and had 

large families of healthy children.   All mothers could die not only in childbirth but also 

due to complications afterwards. Sadly, more than one in three women died during their 

child-bearing years. 

During the fifteenth and early sixteenth centuries Europe was a devout Catholic nation. 

Religion and faith were part of everyday life and closely entwined with the act of 

Two midwives assisting a 
woman in labour on a birthing 
chair in the 16th century, from 
a work by Eucharius Rösslin. 
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childbirth.  There was a strong possibility that a mother in labour could die, so religion and faith played a hugely 

important role within the role of childbirth.  Women often clutched holy relics or recited religious prayers and chants 

to help them throughout the birthing process. Amulets and amber could also be placed upon the mother's stomach, 

or prayer rolls could be read or even wrapped around the stomach to help with the pain of labour and to aid safe 

delivery of a baby.  The role of the midwife might be to suggest different ways to deliver the child, such as sitting in a 

birthing stool or being cradled from behind. The midwife also had knowledge on how to turn a child if it was not in 

the right position to be delivered. 

DURING THE TUDOR PERIOD although the accepted age for marriage was around twelve years for girls and fourteen 

years of age for boys, most believed that twelve was far too young for a girl to be participating in sex. Thus many 

young married couples were ordered to wait to have sex until the girl was around fourteen to sixteen years of 

age. Early medieval folk saw childbirth as a part of life. Everyone involved would think the best place for the men, 

including the baby’s father, was the church, where they would pray for a safe delivery.   

It is likely that many men and women did not understand how reproduction ‘worked’ and many women indeed had 

little or no knowledge of what sexual demands would be made upon them ‘in the marriage bed’.  Initially, some 

women would not have even known they were pregnant until they felt the first movement of their baby inside of 

them.  It seems amazing to us now that a woman would not know that she was pregnant for several months, but 

there were no reliable tests for pregnancy.  One pregnancy test was to examine the colour of the urine and if it was a 

pale yellow to white colour with a cloudy surface the woman may be pregnant. Other tests involved examining a 

needle left in the woman's urine to see if it rusted, or seeing what happened when wine was mixed with the 

woman's urine. Also a women's lack of regular menstruation could also be related to several factors including illness, 

breast-feeding, excessive fasting or even a poor diet and general malaise. 

THE 18TH CENTURY In Italy there was the first production of teaching models to provide surgery students and 

midwives with three-dimensional illustrations of the anatomy of the pregnant woman, the physiology of 

childbearing, and potential complications.  It marked the beginning of many advances in European midwifery, based 

on better knowledge of the physiology of pregnancy and labour. By the end of the century, medical professionals 

began to understand the anatomy of the uterus and the physiological changes that take place during labour.  

VICTORIAN TIMES The introduction of forceps in childbirth took place at this time. All these medical advances in 

obstetrics were a lever for the introduction of men into an arena previously managed and run by women.  In 1847 

ether was given during delivery - the first known administration of an obstetric anaesthetic.  Six years later, in 1853, 

chloroform was administered to Queen Victoria for pain relief during her 8th labour.   

Many maternal deaths were due to puerperal fever, then known as childbed fever. In the 1800s Dr Ignaz 

Semmelweis noticed that women giving birth at home had a much lower incidence of childbed fever than those 

giving birth by physicians in lying-hospitals.  His investigation discovered that washing hands with 

an antiseptic solution before a delivery reduced childbed fever fatalities by 90%.  

Major European institutions considered delivering babies ungentlemanly work and refused to have anything to do 

with childbirth as a whole. However, by the late 19th century, the foundation of 

modern-day obstetrics and midwifery began developing. Delivery of babies by 

doctors became popular and readily accepted, but midwives continued to play a role 

in childbirth. Midwifery also changed during this era due to increased regulation and 

the eventual need for midwives to become certified. Many European countries by the 

late 19th century were monitoring the training of midwives and issued certification 

based on competency.  

IN THE 1900’s birth, death and illness were all managed at home.   In 1924 three 

thousand women were reported to have died in childbirth in the UK alone.  An article 

in the Lancet, May 1931, reported that 10% of women were permanently disabled by 

childbirth.   In 1933 Grantly Dick Read, Obstetrician, stressed the value of the 

psychological preparation of the mother for labour as in the fear-tension-pain 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Midwifery
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Forceps_in_childbirth
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Puerperal_fever
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ignaz_Semmelweis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ignaz_Semmelweis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antiseptic
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syndrome.1   As late as 1940 many women wore coats on hot summer days to conceal their pregnancy, the most 

natural function of their bodies.   

MODERN TIMES Today we are extremely lucky as obstetric practices, pain relief and technology has evolved.   

Contraception and pain relief in labour is now provided in different ways  and birth itself is managed and a personal 

birthing plan is now modern practice.  

The experience of a consultant anaesthetist in England changed following her own delivery.   Before giving birth 

herself, she would “drift over to the labour suite to perform epidurals … pausing to chat along the way.  Now I fly.   I 

underwent this metamorphosis during my own personal body-quake”. 2  (PS.  I wrote my article before receiving 

Margaret’s!) 

THE OLD AND THE YOUNG—ATTITUDES THROUGH TIME 
MARGARET EDWARDS 

 
I find it intriguing, during Covid 19, the concentration on keeping old people alive.  I wonder about the motive but 
don’t decry the desire. In fact I am more than delighted, being a member of that cohort. 
 
It wasn’t always as clearly defined, as I recall. In the early days, a year ago, there was talk of creating herd immunity. 
The aim to ensure 60% of the population become infected, recover and  thus be immune from further infection (not a 
proven fact). The reasoning being that further infection would die down. The rider to this policy was the warning, 
“Many more families would lose loved ones before their time.” I read  this as an acknowledgement that few elderly 
would be members of “the herd.” 
 
My personal conclusions were (March 2020): 

1. I am not ready to die just yet 
2. In Italy ventilators are only available to under 60s. In addition, UK has fewer ventilators than most other 

European countries. 
3. I shall be 88 at the end of March 
4. I have an underlying medical issue. 
5. Doctors are having to make “difficult decisions”  i.e. who is treated with medical interventions; who is cared 

for with concern and hope. 
6. I come under the hope variety. 
7. The probability is I would die “before my time.” 

 
SO, self-isolate.  Luckily, any thought of this  approach was abandoned on the realisation that the number of probable 
deaths was unacceptable.  Taking a longer view. I read recently “The View in Winter: Reflections on Old Age”, Ronald 
Blythe, 1979, where I came across some interesting historical attitudes to old age. Most Greeks considered old age a 
disaster “They did not look forward to or wish each other a long life  – “Whom the gods love die young” wrote 
Menander ... and the Roman poet Plautus who saw early death “as a divine favour.” 3, 4 
To most ancient poets old age was hateful because it was not youth. 
Grimm brothers fairy tales are ferocious towards the old. In Hansel and Gretel old parents expose their children to 
death because there isn’t enough food … In Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs an ageing beauty wants to murder the 
loveliness of youth … youth stamps them [(the old) into the ground in its revulsion, as it might an old rat. 
In Dickens, the old are extremely alarming figures and the young are rewarded if they don’t fly from them or avoid 
them, or aren’t rude to them.” 
I certainly don’t think old people should be kept going at the expense of  the young. And we are certainly dispensable 
and in  lots of ways a burden on society.  How about the young by which I mean the very young?  Approximately a 
hundred years ago the concentration was on keeping infants alive beyond the age of one.  The knowledge accrued 

 
1 Natural Childbirth, Grantly Dick Read 1933 [1889-1959]   
2 Birthing Without Hurting; Dr Gill van Hasselt, 1995  
3 Menander, (c. 342—died c. 292 bce), Athenian dramatist whom ancient critics considered the supreme poet of Greek New 
Comedy —i.e., the last flowering of Athenian stage comedy. During his life 
4 Maccius Plautus  (c. 254 – 184 BC), commonly known as Plautus, was a Roman playwright of the Old Latin period. 
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through research, provision of maternity services, education of mothers in need of babies and general development,  
of necessary drugs and techniques, has changed the horrors of baby deaths. 
 
In 1914 infant mortality (deaths of babies under the age of one) in the UK was 95 deaths per 1000; the overall death 
rate in UK was 13.3 per 1000. 
 

• In the Daily Echo (fore runner of Chronicle and Echo) of March 1916 it is reported Lady Wickham, chair of 
Northampton District Nursing Association, addressed a meeting on the need for Mothercraft classes and ideas 
for improving life chances. 

• In 1931 Mrs Chamberlain, chair of the Liberal Society held a meeting extolling the virtues of the Maternity 
Service, as reported in the Chronicle & Echo, and expressed the view that it was “a matter of National 
importance.” 

• In the UK in 1932, the year I was born, the Infant Mortality rate was 68 deaths per 1000; by 2019 it was 4 
deaths per 1000. 

 
So with this information I thought I would give you one example of how improvements were made, and 2 babies lives 
were saved against all the odds.   
 

When my Mother was pregnant there was no means of 
“looking” into the womb so no realisation there were twins 
hanging in there!    Much to her surprise, my brother was born, 
followed an hour later by me.  I weighed in at 4lb and Patrick 
less. So our chances of survival were limited especially as 
Patrick arrived with Rickets (due to lack of calcium and vitamin 
D) causing him to have soft and weak bones. In the photograph  
he has to lie on the floor whilst I sit up happily. 
 
Not only that 

within 18 
months I had 
pneumonia 

with no 
antibiotics to fight the disease, so it took its course. My temperature 
chart (right) shows the extremes for each day, so I was pretty healthy 

to survive. Why? 
 
Because, in New Zealand, where we were born, the Plunket Society was established for the health of women and 
children and I have the booklet called Baby Record “to help the mothers and save the babies”. Looking through the 
booklet I think the nurse called once a week or more frequently if there were problems; recorded weight etc plus space 
for:  
 

Nurse’s Comments, Advice, and Instructions  including precise Recipe for Food, if 
any … 
A fixation on motions and remedies to relieve constipation were frequent ... an 
example … 
 
“ … is becoming constipated so has been given Prune juice ½ teaspoon & ½ teaspoon 
pulp am & pm has effect but makes her uncomfortable … 
She has also been having ½ oz BW (bran water) before each feed which is a help … 
Has been given 3 local stimulations with effect … for the last week.” 
 
 

I understand stimulations were a massage of the abdomen! A bit strange to us though you never know … perhaps it 
helps?   As well as the weekly visits by the nurse, babies visited the Plunket Rooms once a month… a bit like the 
gatherings in Duston Library? 
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I  wonder if any of you have 
thoughts on Covid 19 or the 
changing imperatives over the 
years.  If so it would be great 
for Kathy to hear from you? 
 
 
 
 

 
 

THE WASHINGTON FAMILY CONNECTION NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 

DAVID CARTER 

 
Sulgrave Manor 

 

                                                                            

 

 

 

 

 

Laurence Washington (1565-1616)  

1585  Brington Easter Book. Paid a Pascal penny into the “Althorpe Offeringe,” either as a guest or employee at 

Althorp.  

1588  married Margaret Butler at Aston-le-walls.  

1601-1610  sold off Sulgrave land piecemeal, and sold the rights to the Manor House. 

1610  Laurence and family moved to Wicken, as tenants of the Spencers.    

Where Laurence and his family lived 1588-1610 is unknown. Brington Parish records for this period are not 

complete, but eight of their ten surviving children were baptised in Brington. 

(Suggested) They came to the newly-built farmhouse in Little Brington in 1606. 

January 16th 1606/7  Laurence’s son  Gregory, was baptised at St Mary’s Church, Brington, but buried the next day.   

Laurence’s signature on an Althorp document, as a witness to a lease on land in East Haddon. The other signatories 

were employees at Althorp.   

Washington Shield, 
at Sulgrave 

Washington/Butler 
Arms 

Farmhouse in Little Brington (later 
known as Washington's Cottage) 
and datestone on the wall.  The 
farmhouse was destroyed in 1956 
when a spark from a parked 
steam-roller ignited the thatch 

Tombstone for Elizabeth and Robert Washington Sundial with RW engraved 
found 1899 in a garden 
near Washington's Cottage 
in Little Brington 
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Laurence’s son John visited Althorp regularly, from his home in Thrapston, until he moved to Virginia.  It was from 

Laurence’s  younger son - also Laurence – that George Washington was descended.   

 

Robert Washington ( -- 1622)  

1596  married Elizabeth Chishull at Wormleighton (no children).  

1599-1622  tenant farmer at Brington, with 60 acres in various common fields.    

1601  Churchwarden at St Mary’s Church Brington. Name appears in Church accounts.  

October 1606  Seating Roll for St Mary’s Church shows Robert and Elizabeth sitting together.      

Men usually sat separately from their wives and family.   

(Suggested)  Robert and Elizabeth lived in a farmhouse on the north side of Whilton Road in Great Brington.  

1610  Althorp’s “Grain Book” says “After this week, Robert Washington did take the mill off me.”   

The Mill was at the South end of Little Brington, on the Nobottle Road.  

(Suggested)  1610  Robert and Elizabeth moved to Little Brington when Laurence moved 

out.   Laurence’s daughter Amy (born 1600 at Althorp – died 1636) lived with Robert and 

Elizabeth, and worked at Althorp as a Nanny and Housekeeper. 

 

(left) House in Great Brington, used by Robert and his 

family  

(right) Lawrence’s tombstone  

 

 

MEMORY CORNER   Julia Corps (nee Marsh ) 

In response to last month’s question ‘Who was the person who inspired you?’ I would like to say thank you to my 

biology teacher at Duston Secondary Modern School, Miss Milk (Duston resident, now known as Dorothy Hill). 

I think the first step towards a 

long career in pathology was 

taken when I was allowed to 

take home a basic school 

microscope (with a single lens 

and a convex mirror for the light 

source) when I volunteered to 

look after the class tadpoles 

over the Spring half-term. I fed 

and observed them, taking 

notes, and when I placed one 

underneath the microscope, I 

remember being blown away 

when I saw blood cells coursing 

through its tail fin. Little did I know then that the last 20 years of my working life in the NGH Path Lab would be spent 

sitting at a microscope screening cervical smears for pre-cancerous cellular changes.                                                                            

Trying to help me find a career at the end of my 5th year, Miss Milk arranged a day visit to the St Crispin’s path lab for 

me and afterwards I knew that was what I wanted to do. So, thank you Miss Milk.  

 

Photo taken in 1966.  Miss Milk is on the front row, 3rd from left 
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Review by Margaret Edwards 
Newcomers as well as long standing residents of Duston will  be enchanted by David 

Carter's new book.   It is laced throughout with the changing and developing roads, 

lanes, footpaths and tracks reflecting its growth, history from the Romans to 2020 and 

its strange place names. 

A book of old maps and annotated sketch maps, excellent pictures and informative 

writing 

FOR SALE AT £5.00 

Available from Ronandbarbara@virginmedia.com 

 

 

DUSTON WAR HOSPITAL PATIENT TRANSFERRED TO SULBY HALL, NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 

Barbara Luke & Kathy Perkins 

 

History of the Hall - The village of 

Sulby lies north of Northampton almost on 

the Leicestershire border, and not far from 

Naseby.  In the first half of the 18th century 

John Payne was a hugely successful  London 

Merchant and Chairman of the East India 

Company. He established a bank,  Smith and 

Payne at Lothbury in the city of London, 

primarily to finance his worldwide trading 

companies.   When John Payne died in 1764 

his son Rene succeeded to the running of the 

bank, but by 1799 the family had withdrawn 

from banking. 

Rene Payne bought large amounts of land in Northamptonshire once owned by Sir Christopher Hatton  including a 

Lodge in Sulby, built on the site of a Premonstratensian Abbey. He employed noted London Architect Sir John Soane 

to design a new house to replace the lodge.  Designed in the Palladian style with two storey and a basement and 

attics.  It was indeed a splendid country house.  

 

Rene Payne died in 1799 and his son George inherited his father’s business and estates, but 

on 6TH September 1810 George was killed in a duel on Wimbledon Common leaving a wife 

and son George aged 2 years.  George had a  public school education at Eton and later at 

Oxford. On reaching his majority he came into his inheritance of Sulby Hall and a sum of 

£300,000; in today’s terms about £33,000,000 which allowed him to enjoy a lifestyle of 

horse racing, gambling and hunting. He kept and bred racehorses with John Bouverie of 

Delapre and Lord Admiral Rous.  His racing colours were black and white, the Magpie 

colours.  George was Master of the Pytchley Hunt and Sheriff of Northampton in 1826.    He 

was a popular and social man , but spending even more than his income allowed, eventually 

with mounting debts  he had to sell Sulby Hall.  In 1847 the new owners of Sulby Hall were 

the Hon Frederick William Child Villers son of the Earl of Jersey and MP for Weymouth and 

his wife Elizabeth. 

 

 

mailto:Ronandbarbara@virginmedia.com
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During World War 1 patients from Duston War Hospital were transferred to many outlying convalescent 

homes in the county for continuing care; Sulby Hall was one of them.          

 

George Goodey, 9th Battalion Essex Regiment was initially wounded in October 

1916. (note below) Admitted to  Duston Hospital in May 1917 and again in 

March 1918; he was well enough to be transferred to Sulby Hall one of the 

convalescent  homes with 50 beds;  in the county itself there was provision for 

a total of 1,667 auxiliary beds not including the surgical beds at Northampton 

General Hospital and Duston.   These auxiliary houses were used for patients 

who no longer required acute care.   Article to be continued … 

 

A George Goodey 43371 of the 9TH Essex was discharged under Kings Regulations 392 (/KR XVI)  as “no longer 

physically fit” on 12/4/1919. 

Possibly this George Goodey 43371 referred to above is the same person? 

Roll of Honour - Army - WW1 Paragraph 392, King’s Regulations (roll-of-honour.com) 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Community Connect - I s s u e  1 0 A p r i l 2 0 21 

Revd. Mandy sent us this item 
Ian Hanlon (one of our Church Wardens) has been including interesting bits from his grandmother's recipe books.   

“One of my gran’s books is a bound, printed book, entitles “The Midland Counties Cookery Book”  

and cost “1/3d net” - which I assume to be one shilling and three pennies! 

 
 It included sections about “Weights and Measures” and “Household Requirements” 

Weights and measures - 1lb rice = 3 small tea-cupfuls, 2ozs butter = 1 tablespoonful, 4 saltspoonfuls = 1 

tablespoonful, 4 small breakfast-cupfuls = 1 quart, 3 pennies weigh 1 ounce and 1 half-penny measures 1 inch. 

 

CANCELLATION OF EVENT 

 

THE PROPOSAL TO HOLD A ZOOM MEETING 
IN MAY WITH MIKE INGRAM HAS BEEN 

CANCELLED. 
 

UNFORTUNTELY THERE VERY FEW 
EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST  RECEIVED TO 

MAKE THE EVENT WORTHWHILE 

 

http://www.roll-of-honour.com/Army/paragraph392kingsregulations.html
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Household requirements - 3 thick single blankets for each bed plus 1 single blanket as binder, 1 marcella quilt 

for summer and 1 heavy quilt for winter, 3 Turkish towels for each washstand and 3 towels for each roller, 1 

dozen glass cloths, 1 dozen pantry cloths, 1 dozen rubbers and 6 pudding cloths. 

 

The book also includes examples of laundry tips.   

To remove spots and stains from all kinds of cloth garments – boil ordinary ivy leaves with just enough water to 

cover them for 10 minutes, and when the liquor is strained rub it well upon the portion of the garment to be 

cleaned with a piece of flannel (Mrs, James Jackson, The Drive, Northampton). 

 

To clean old carpets – shred 1/4lb curd soap, mix with 3 oz of salts of tartar. Boil in a quart of water and rub over 

the carpet with a woollen cloth. (Mrs D H Sherwell, Holly Road, Northampton).” 

In the Royal British Legion’s centenary year, we are firmly focussed on the future. Our proud 

heritage and 100 years of experience supporting the Armed Forces community have built 

the strong foundations for the next 100 years.  The RBL’s work has left a deep-rooted legacy 

for future generations and we remain dedicated to our mission of creating better futures for 

all those who serve with the British Armed Forces.  

The RBL was formed in the aftermath of the First World War to fight for the rights of those 

who had given so much and came back to so little. Today, we continue to stand with the Armed Forces community 

and challenge injustices to ensure all those who have served and sacrificed on our behalf get the fair treatment and 

recognition they deserve. The RBL has always been supported by a network of volunteers, members, fundraisers and 

partner organisations who share our passion for bringing people together to support, commemorate and celebrate 

our Armed Forces community.  The RBL has evolved and adapted over time, responding to the changing needs of the 

Armed Forces community and reflecting the modern-day society. As we face our next chapter, we are inviting a new 

generation to be part of our future and continue our vital work.  

Duston & District branch of the Royal British Legion was formed in 1947 and the Duston & District Women’s 

section was formed in 1969. 130 members continue to work within the local community and now, having recently 

started a branch military history group, we are looking for volunteers who can capture historic details of those 

who had fallen during the world wars and other conflicts. We will Remember Them. 

Contact us for more information;  

Branch mobile: 07464 333509 

Email: hello@dustonrbl.co.uk 

Email: Membership.secretary@dustonrbl.co.uk 

Visit Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/dustonrbl 
Easter Egg Hunt   Jon Gardiner 

 
 

Duston.dlhs@gmail.com  The Editor reserves the right to decline to accept an article. Articles may be edited to fit space requirements  Editor 

Kathy Perkins 

The bench is on the playing field in St. Crispin’s 
Park off Kent Road, Duston  Mark Vincent 

Near the Washlands (Flood Storage 
Reservoir off the Bedford Road  off the 
River Nene   Mark Vincent 

mailto:hello@dustonrbl.co.uk
mailto:Membership.secretary@dustonrbl.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/dustonrbl
mailto:Duston.dlhs@gmail.com

