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MOUNTS BATHS  info@historicpools.org.uk. 

 
A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE VOLUNTEER 

RIFLE CORPS  – DAVID CARTER -  Part III 
 

1st Northamptonshire RVC, Officer’s silver cap badge 

In November 1868, the Northampton Mercury listed the results of a shooting 

competition at the Duston Rifle Range. 
 

On Saturday last, the recruits who have joined the corps during 

this year met at the Duston range to compete for some prizes given 

by Major Isaac.  The distances were 100, 150 and 200 yards, five 

shots at each distance.   

The following is the score ….. 

 

1st  Private J Whitehead  44 points                                                                                                                                              

2nd  Roughton  42                                                                                                                                                              

3rd  Brown –   40                                                                                                                                                                
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4th W Darlow –   38 points                                                                                                                                                                 

G Harris -   37                                                                                                                                                                                          

Smith –   32                                                                                                                                                                                    

W Archer –   30                                                                                                                                                                       

T Knighton –   28                                                                                                                                                                             

Holton –   28                                                                                                                                                                     

Sly –    27                                                                                                                                                                            

Clark –   26                                                                                                                                                                                  

H Williams –   25                                                                                                                                                       

Allin –   21                                                                                                                                                                           

Billingham –   21                                                                                                                                                      

Hamp –   18                                                                                                                                                                                  

Nind -   15 

__________ 

Northampton Mercury 3 September 1870 

On Saturday afternoon last, August 27, the members of the 4th and 5th Northamptonshire Rifle 

Volunteers had a drill under the command of the senior major of the regiment, 5th Earl Spencer 

KG.  The men assembled at their respective headquarters about three o’clock, and proceeded by 

the band of the 4th Corps, marched over the West Bridge into Dallington Fields, where the men 

halted.  Earl Spencer, in addressing a few words to them upon the nature of the afternoon’s 

operations, said they were about to move through the village of Dallington upon the supposition 

that the enemy was in force in the neighbourhood.  They did not exactly know where he was, but 

they would endeavour, if possible, to discover him.   

An advanced guard was then formed of No 1 Company of the 4th Corps, scouts were sent out on the 

flanks, and connecting links placed to communicate with the main body.  In this order, the 

battalion moved through Dallington, taking the field way towards Harlestone Firs.  On clearing 

the village, the main body was halted, and the front company was sent out in skirmishing order 

to “feel” for the enemy, who was then supposed to be discovered by this movement, and the 

skirmishers commenced firing.  In this way, several fields were crossed, the men taking 

advantage of any cover which the nature of the ground afforded.   

Considerable amusement was created when the skirmishers arrived at a rather formidable hedge, 

the thorns of which proved to be the most blood-thirsty antagonist encountered during the 

afternoon.  On arriving at a field at the end of the Duston Rifle Range, the enemy was supposed 

to change his front, which movement was met by a corresponding one on the part of the battalion.  

Line was then formed, and volley firing by companies commenced, the whole of the movements 

terminating with an excellent battalion volley, which was supposed to give the coup de grace to 

the already disheartened enemy.  The men were then formed into quarter-distant column, and Earl 

Spencer addressed them.  It afforded him, he said, very good pleasure to meet them once more, 

regretting at the same time that he could not be oftener with them.  Although the muster was not 

so large as he could have wished, he was sure movements affected that afternoon would add the 

efficiency of both officers and men.  Those movements had been performed very creditably, and it 

was his intention to meet them, if possible, on similar occasions during his necessarily short 

stay in the county.  The movements they had executed were similar to those that would have to be 

gone through if those shores were invaded by an enemy.  If such an occasion arose, and he hoped 

it never would, he was sure the strength of the Northamptonshire battalion would be trebled, and 

even quadrupled.   

The noble Earl then left the field, and Colonel Wetton, addressing the volunteers, said he could 

not leave the field without calling on them to give three hearty cheers for the gallant Major, 

the Right Hon Earl Spencer, who had given them such a capital drill, and like a good General, 

had not lost sight of the commissionaires.  While expressing his own feelings, he was sure he 

was expressing those of every Volunteer in saying how delighted they were to see his lordship 

back in the old country again, and especially amongst the Volunteers.  He regretted they had not 

had a better muster to do honour to the occasion, but that was in great measure to be accounted 

for by the several important events occurring on that day.   

As the gallant Major had intimated his intention to have the Volunteers out again during his 

stay in the county, he (Captain Wetton) urged every Volunteer to attend, especially as the noble 

Earl had expressed his great satisfaction with the movements they had gone through.  On the next 

field-day he hoped they would acquit themselves even better, and have a much larger muster.  

Three ringing cheers were given for the noble Earl, followed by those for the Countess Spencer, 

the Volunteers evidently appreciating the thoroughly practiced and efficient way the matters had 

been handled by the gallant Major.  The men were then supplied with refreshments, provided, we 

believe, by the officers of the battalion. 

Northampton Mercury 4 May 1872 
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5th Northamptonshire Rifle Volunteers.  The monthly handicap competition took place, on Tuesday 

last, at the Duston Range, Ensign Jackson in command.  After some close competition, Bandsman 

Howlett, with 67 points, won the first prize; Colour-Sergeant H Vorley, with 57 points, won the 

second prize; and Sergeant Brown, with 57 points, won the third prize. 

The Administrative Battalion was consolidated as the 1st Northamptonshire RVC in 1880, with the 

following organization ………. 

__________ 

A Company (ex 1st RVC)                                                                                                                                                                          

B Company (ex 2nd RVC)                                                                                                                                                                       

C to G Companies (ex 3rd RVC)                                                                                                                                                                

H and I Companies (ex 6th RVC)                                                                                                                                                           

K and L Companies (ex 7th RVC)                                                                                                                                                        

M Company (ex 8th RVC)                                                                                                                                                                      

N Company (ex 9th RVC) 

 

Badge worn on glengarry-type caps, Northampton Rifle Volunteer Corps 

Under the Childers Reforms of 1881, the 1st Northampton RVC was attached as a Volunteer 

Battalion to the Northamptonshire Regiment on 1 July, and formally changed its title to 1st 

Volunteer Battalion, Northamptonshire Regiment, in December 1887.  The Earl of Euston took 

over as Lt-Col Commandant on 4 February 1882. 

In the mobilisation scheme introduced after the Stanhope Memorandum of December 1888, 

the battalion initially formed part of the South Midland Brigade, which would have assembled 

at Warwick in the event of war. Later it joined the volunteer battalions of the Suffolk 

Regiment in the Harwich Brigade, tasked with defending the naval base at Harwich. 

__________ 

In December 1899 the Volunteers were invited to form special service companies to reinforce their Regular 

battalions serving in Second Boer War. Volunteers from the 1st VB Northamptons disembarked at Cape Town in 

February 1900, and took their place as I Company with the 2nd Northamptons, gaining the Battle Honour South 

Africa 1900–1902 for the unit. 

By 1900 the unit had grown to a double battalion of 16 companies distributed as follows …….Clare Street Drill Hall, 

Northampton. 

A Company at Althorp                                                                                                                                                                             

HQ and B, C, D, E and F Companies at Northampton                                                                                                                          

G and H Companies at Peterborough                                                                                                                                                       

I and K Companies at Wellingborough                                                                                                                                                          

L Company at Daventry                                                                                                                                                                           

M and N Companies (one of them composed of cyclists) at Kettering                                                                                                   

O Company at Rushden                                                                                                                                                                        

Q Company at Desborough and Rothwell                                                                                                                                                                 

R Company at Raunds 

Northampton Mercury, 20 July 1906 

The 1st V B Northamptonshire Regiment was engaged in outpost operations in the neighbourhood of 

New Duston and Harlestone Firs, last Tuesday night.  The general idea of the scheme was that an 

inimical force, (represented by A Company Althorp and L Company Daventry), proposed to make a 

night attack on the outpost line of the force holding Northampton.  This outpost line extended 

from Harlestone Firs on the north, to Upton Hill on the south, being held by B, C and E 

Companies, with D and F Companies as right and left reserves, respectively.   A maxim gun was 

stationed at New Duston, and another at Duston, while communications were kept up by means of 

cyclists.  Lieut-Colonel Willoughby commanded the attacking force, and Lieut-Colonel Mulliner 

the defenders, while Captain and Adjutant L J Wyatt acted as umpire.  There were 11 officers and 

350 men on parade. 
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After the Boer War the Northamptonshire Battalion joined with the volunteer battalions of the Bedfordshire 

Regiment to form the Bedford Brigade in Eastern Command.  

__________ 

Sources of information 

https://military.wikia.org/wiki/1st_Northamptonshire_Rifle_Volunteer_Corps 

'Last Orders: A History and Directory of Northampton Pubs', Dave Knibb 2019 

Northampton Mercury newspaper 

 

 

AS IT WAS - KATHY PERKINS 

CHILD LABOUR - EXPLOITATION - PART II 
 

INTRODUCTION 
The practice of placing children to work was first documented in the Medieval period when fathers had their children roll 

thread for them to weave on the loom. Child labour has existed to varying extents throughout history. During the 19th and 

early 20th centuries, many children aged 5–14 from poorer families worked in Western nations and their colonies alike.  

 

Part II 
What was the British Factory act of 1833? 

 

In 1833 the Government passed a Factory Act to improve conditions for children working in factories. Young children 

were working very long hours in workplaces where conditions were often terrible. The basic act was as follows: 

• no child workers under nine years of age 

• employers must have an age certificate for their child workers 

• children of 9-13 years to work no more than nine hours a day 

• children of 13-18 years to work no more than 12 hours a day 

• children are not to work at night 

• two hours schooling each day for children 

• four factory inspectors appointed to enforce the law 

 

There were many professions that children in the Victorian age would 

take up but not all were legal. All of the previously mentioned jobs were 

permitted by law but many children and often orphans were made to 

work in illegal professions such as prostitution and pickpocketing, which 

were rife. A novel which reflects the idea of the pick-pocketer is “Oliver 

Twist” by Charles Dickens. The problem with these illegal professions 

was that children were prosecuted in the same way as adults, many 

were sent to prison and hanged. 

 

TEXTILE /MILL WORKERS 

The children's safety was generally neglected, and it did prove fatal on numerous occasions. The youngest children, 

around the age of eight, were not old enough to activate the machines and were commonly sent to be assistants to 

adult main workers. The people in charge of the factory's whereabouts would beat and verbally abuse the children, 

and take little consideration for the worker's safety.  Girls could not be the exception to beatings and other harsh 

forms of pain infliction; children were dipped head first into the water cistern if they became drowsy. The girls were 

also vulnerable to sexual harassment. 

https://2.bp.blogspot.com/-JH2JTWtzPLk/VRJ9LDfLQNI/AAAAAAAAABY/Xazp4BsjZSE/s1600/cruickshank.jpg
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Trivial mistakes due to lack of sleep resulted in serious 

injuries or mutilation. The Sadler Report commissioned by 

the House of Commons in 1832 said that: ''there are 

factories, no means few in number, nor confined to the 

smaller mills, in which serious accidents are continually 

occurring, and in which, notwithstanding, dangerous parts of 

the machinery are allowed to remain unfenced.''   The 

workers were in most cases abandoned from the moment of 

the accident with no wages, no medical attendance, and no 

monetary compensation. The regulation was harsh and the 

punishment inhumane and sporadic. 

 

Factory work was another of the jobs with the highest 

demand for children. Children would also be required to 

be thin, agile and on occasions have nimble fingers. The 

tasks that they were to engage in were numerous. The 

thinner children were required to crawl under working 

machines and engines in order to fix loose parts or 

collect scraps that could cause problems to the 

machinery. This job was also very dangerous given that 

the engines would be working for long periods of time 

causing them to heat up. Children were at risk of being 

burnt or losing extremities when crawling in and under 

the still working machines.  
Young boys working in a thread-spinning mill in Macon, Georgia, 

1909. (image right) 

Library of Congress, Washington, D.C. (LC-DIG-nclc-01581) 

Children with nimble fingers, usually young girls, were hired to be a “piecer” - a child who worked in a mill joining 

pieces of thread together. (BBC, Victorian Britain Glossary) 

Such punishment for being late or not working up to the work assigned would be to be 

''weighted.'' An overseer would tie a heavy weight to worker's neck, and have him walk up 

and down the factory aisles so the other children could see him. This punishment could 

last up to an hour. Weighting led to serious injuries in the back and the neck.  In addition 

the violators sometimes had to pay the consequence monetarily!   Some witnesses 

compared themselves as slaves, and the overseer as slave drivers. 

 

The case of Martha Appleton in 1859 highlights the terrible working conditions thousands 

of children across Britain endured every day in the 19th century. As a 13-year-old textile 

worker in Wigan, Martha was employed as a 'scavenger', picking up loose cotton from 

beneath machinery.  

On one particular day, Martha fainted and caught her left hand in an unguarded machine. 

In the accident, all her fingers were severed. Martha lost her job because she was no 

longer able to work efficiently. 

 

After 1867 no factory or workshop could employ any child under the age of 8, and 

employees aged between 8 and 13 were to receive at least 10 hours of education per 

week. But such legislation was not fool proof. Inspectors often found it difficult to discover 

the exact age of young people employed in factories, and reports showed that factory 

owners did not always provide the hours set aside by law for education.  

 

It was also during this period that people started to recognise the importance of education for children (only a 

minority, mostly from the wealthy ruling class, had any kind of formal schooling at the beginning of the century). 

Elizabeth Bentley, 

before the Sadler 

Committee in 

1832, mentioned 

that she was 

usually quartered.  

''If we were a 

quarter of an hour 

too late, they 

would take off half 

an hour; we only 

got a penny an 

hour, and they 

would take a 

halfpenny more.''  
 

https://4.bp.blogspot.com/-mfXrZzwcb7M/VRJ9K9X5xVI/AAAAAAAAABU/5uRR6rCzrMY/s1600/childhood-at-the-industrial-revolution-child-labour-6-728.jpg
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Under the Factory Act, textile factories were ordered to provide at least two hours of education daily for children 

under the age of 13. 

 

The National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children 

(NSPCC) was founded in 1889; and earlier, in 1870, the Education 

Act had brought huge changes. The Act put in place the building 

blocks for a free and compulsory education system. Gradually, 

every child in Britain was introduced to schooling. By the late 19th 

century, children's lives were beginning to be transformed. They 

were going to school instead of work, and being treated as 

children instead of 'little adults'. With the protection of the law, 

many could now avoid the exploitation of their childhood and gain 

an education. 

 

UK CHILD LABOUR AND EDUCATION LAWS 

1802 Health and Morals of Apprentices Act (not enforced) 

1833 Factory Act limits work for children in textile factories 

(children aged 9-13 should work no more than 48 hours a week) and includes provision for the education of 

children working in the textile factories (children under the age of 13 to attend school for 12 hours a week). 

Inspectors employed to enforce law. 

1842 Mines Act: Women and girls, and boys under the age of 10, were not allowed to work underground. Boys 

under the age of 15 were not allowed to work machinery. 

1844 Factory Act: Children under 13 to work no more than 6.5 hours per day. Women and children aged 13-18 to 

work no more than 12 hours a day. 

1844 "Ragged Schools" set up for the poorest children. 

1847 Factory Act limits women and children under 18 to 58-hour working week. 

1850 Factory Act establishes standard working day. 

1860 Mines Act: Boys under 12 not allowed underground unless they could read and write. 

1870 Education Act (Forster's Act) sets up School Boards to provide schooling for 5-11 year old. 

1875 Act passed which required all chimney sweeps to be licensed.  Licenses were issued only to sweeps not 

using climbing boys. 

1878 Factory and Workshops Act: Employment of children under10 banned. Regulations of control safety, 

ventilation and meals. 

1880 Education Act school compulsory for children aged 5-10. 

1891 Assisted Education Act funds each child, allowing schools to stop having to charge fees. 

1918 School-leaving age raised to 14. 

1944 School-leaving age raised to 15. 

1973 School-leaving age raised to 16. 

2008 Students starting secondary school in September 2008 now have to stay in compulsory education until they 

are 17. 

 

 

 

The photographs of childhood workers testify malnutrition and abuse. Child labourers have smaller build than their 

wealthier peers, yet the wrinkled faces covered with soot block the viewer from accurately concluding the children's 

age.  

 

One could argue that lack of schooling had forced the children to factories, and mandatory schooling was the key to 

eradicating industrial child labour. It is true that illiteracy blocked the children from elevating the social and 

economic hierarchy.  However, the Education Act of 1870 contained provisions to allow school boards to compel 

attendance, but necessary by-laws were not enforcement to implement these provisions. In short, the mandatory 

schoolings in Britain were introduced too late to critically contribute to the reform. 
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Also, one could argue that mandatory schooling would only wear off children who are already exhausted from long 

hours of tiring labour. Schooling did little good to children who were physically deprived. Lack of sleep will most 

likely risk dangers of lethargy and expose the children to more accidents. 

Child workers generally laboured to assist the task of the adult workers; the two labour populations did not directly 

compete with each other. Therefore, one could argue that the child workers considerably contributed to the 

impoverished family income. As the children were regarded source of labour for long, some did not object to sending 

their children to factories. Even if others did not approve of the treatment in workplaces, they had no valid and legal 

means to protest. 

Most statistics that are available could not be completely trusted. One especially was careful not to depend entirely 

on skewed numbers or individual case studies. Also, throughout history, many scholars and ideologists have 

distorted the facts to prove their assertions. 

Until the child labour issue became a state issue, most of the investigators touched only the surface of the problem. 

The factory overseers could easily usher the investigators away from the truth. Also, the survey has not been 

conducted systematically as to portray an accurate sketch of the labour picture. On the other hand, some reports 

have been accused of exaggerating the current situation to bring the child labour issue to a state concern. Major 

government reports on child labour were uneven in the coverage, focusing predominantly upon children in industrial 

occupations. 

 

Conclusion 
Industrial child labour has occupied only a small portion of the child labour population. Also, it had lasted for a 

fleeting moment in British history. However, child workers in industrial workplaces need to be highlighted as history 

in which children were placed under the custody of a stranger in a confined, unwholesome space; the children were 

exposed to a higher possibility of abuse and mistreatment. 

Although child labour in Britain shared similar characteristics with other industrialized countries of a later period of 

time, the British government relatively peacefully restricted the employment of children. The publicity of the special 

commission reports and the attention of the public had contributed greatly. 

It is true that the child laborers have suffered from exploitation and unintended neglect, yet the family would've 

starved if not for the contribution of the children.  

 

REFERENCES 
Images: Creative Commons — Attribution 4.0 International  

British children being forced into modern slavery in UK as 5,000 potential victims found | The Independent|     

Victorian Era Child Labour Practise (victorian-era.org) 

Child labour - Wikipedia 

1833 Factory Act - The National Archives 

The History of England » 18th century » Child Labour (england-history.org) 

The National Archives | Exhibitions | Citizenship | Struggle for democracy 

Children and chimneys - UK Parliament 

Child labour in the mines (historyhome.co.uk) 

1833 Factory Act - The National Archives 

Next Month:  Child Labour in the Mines  - Barbara Luke 

 

NORTHAMPTON GENERAL HOSPITAL  
More from the NGH Archive and Museum...by Julia Corps 

It has recently been announced in the Chronicle and Echo that four Blue 

Plaques will be sited in the town and we at the Archives are thrilled that 

William Barratt will be honoured. There are a lot of Northamptonians who 

owe Mr and Mrs Barratt a great deal of thanks for their generosity since 

the opening of the Maternity Home in 1936, and the gynaecological block 

two years later 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/crime/modern-slavery-uk-british-children-sexual-labour-exploitation-5000-record-nca-a8271331.html
http://victorian-era.org/victorian-era-child-labor.html#:~:text=Victorian%20Era%20Child%20Labor%20Practise.%20There%20was%20a,they%20could%20be%20paid%20a%20very%20mere%20sum.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Child_labour
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/1833-factory-act/
http://www.england-history.org/2009/10/child-labour/
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/pathways/citizenship/struggle_democracy/childlabour.htm#top
https://www.parliament.uk/about/living-heritage/transformingsociety/livinglearning/19thcentury/overview/childrenchimneys/
http://www.historyhome.co.uk/peel/factmine/childmin.htm
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/1833-factory-act/
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William Barratt’s wealth came from the family Boot and Shoe business and as an ardent socialist he was keen to 

leave a lasting legacy for the people of Northampton. The fact that he and his wife were unable to have children of 

their own may have influenced their decision, but they were blessed with thousands of ‘Barratt babies’.  

He and his wife Alice donated £20,000 for the cost of building the 

maternity home. Mr Barratt was involved in the planning and decoration 

of the building and stipulated that the local authorities contribute to the 

upkeep of the home. It was designed as a 32 bed unit and nursery, with 

two delivery suites and a single room for an ante natal patient on the 1st 

floor. The building was spacious, and the quality of the furnishings was 

superior. Mr Barratt wished it to be a separate building with a separate 

entrance. He also thought there should be an arrangement for patients 

coming in to contribute to their own maintenance within their means.  

Mr Robert Watson was appointed obstetrician and gynaecologist in 

1935. At first there was concern shown by local general practitioners as 

they felt the maternity home would affect the wealth of their practices, 

as they managed their own obstetric cases, and there were suggestions 

that only abnormal cases and the poor with unsuitable home conditions 

who should be admitted, or patients should be attended by their own 

doctors in the maternity home. 

  

The Barratt Maternity Home was opened on 4th July 1936 by 

HRH Princess Alice, Countess of Athlone. This was an impressive 

building with a rose garden in the middle of the drive. There 

were symbolic storks either side of the front door. They are still 

there today but in poor condition. An attempted repair makes 

one of them look more like a pelican now. 

A photograph from the family album shows my mother-in-law 

holding her first son who 

was born in the maternity 

home in 1937, one year 

after the Home opened. 

This photo (right) taken in 

1950, shows Sister Eleanor 

Hague (later matron), with 

her nurses and mothers in a 

post- natal ward.  

It soon became apparent 

there was an urgent need for 

surgical beds in the main hospital and the number of gynae beds 

was reduced. Mr Barratt solved this problem by giving money to 

build a gynaecological block which was fully equipped and lavishly 

furnished, costing over £20,000. On the ground floor was a new maternity out-patient department along with 34 

gynae beds, an operating theatre and various ancillary rooms. Mr and Mrs Barratt declared there was no need for 

any formal opening of this block, and it came into use in 1938.  What a wonderful legacy from Mr and Mrs Barratt. 
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Comment from David Winter 

I always find Julia Corps’ General Hospital articles interesting; there are some old 

pictures on the corridor wall leading from the Billing Road entrance in NGH which are 

always worth looking at. 

 

Comment from Kathy Perkins 

Dr Isaac Henry ‘Harry’ Gosset (1907-1965), was the first paediatrician for Northampton 

General Hospital, being appointed in 1947.   A Special Care Baby Unit opened in 1965 

was subsequently named Gosset Ward in his memory; a neonatal intensive care unit 

which cares for new born babies who require some form of special high dependency or 

intensive care nursing. Most of the babies admitted to Gosset Ward are due to 

premature births.  

 

HOW TO COLLECT SIGNATURES - DAVID CARTER 

COUNTY CRICKETERS ON SHOW  

At the beginning of each Cricket Season, Northampton CCC brought a team to play against a Timken Team on a 

Sunday afternoon.  Over several years, we watched Frank Tyson running in to bowl from the top end and Colin 

Milburn smashing the ball all over the place; my sister felt unsafe, sitting by the pavilion, and went home up the 

alley, while watching out for flying cricket balls.  

Great one-day cricket, in the days before the 40 

over game became a regular feature. 

Some disappointment one year – the County’s fast 

bowler, David Larter, would not be bowling, 

because the ground was wet from recent rain.  It 

was too dangerous for him. 

The best place for the young autograph-hunters to 

gather was behind the pavilion during the tea 

interval.  Players and officials enjoyed their 

refreshments inside the pavilion, but needed to 

come from the back door, across to the toilet 

building.  If we missed them on the way out, we 

waited for them on the way back. 

Raman Subba Row, Brian Reynolds, Des Barrick 

amongst others, signed my book. 

Freddie Brown, the County and England Captain, was due back from the toilets, and a queue of boys formed, in hope 

that the boy at the front could attract Mr Brown’s attention.  He did, and slowly the queue moved forward.  The boy 

in front of me asked, “May I have your autograph, Freddie?”  Mr Brown replied, “You don’t know me.  To you, I’m Mr 

Brown, not Freddie.”  The boy still got his autograph, took his book and pen, and fled.   

I stepped forward.  “May I have your autograph please Mr Brown?” 
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OLD NORTHAMPTON - THE MOUNTS SWIMMING BATHS 

Images left and below, thanks to Jon Gardiner 

 
How many generations of children have learnt to swim in ‘The 
Mounts’? 
 
On the left is the front hall - and corridor which contained the 
‘ticket office’ which led respectively left and right for male and 
female entry into the Baths. Then through into the cold changing 
rooms, the paddle in water and finally into the baths proper. 
 Below is the Turkish Plunge Bath 
 

 

HISTORY 

The first public baths in England, which were built as a result 

of the 1846 Baths and Wash-houses Act, provided laundries, 

slipper baths (for individual bathing), and small plunge pools 

for communal bathing. The popularity of the plunge pools, 

for swimming as well as bathing, encouraged local authorities 

to provide larger and more sophisticated swimming pools. 

The baths had been proposed in 1930 as part of a new civic 

centre on the site of the recently demolished prison on 

Upper Mounts. The scheme also included a fire station with accommodation, and a police station and courts, and 

Magistrates Court.   The chairman of the committee overseeing the new baths was the wealthy businessman and 

councillor W. J. Bassett.  The tender for Mounts Baths was won by the local building firm A. Glenn & Son of 

Northampton. 

 

Construction of the baths in Northampton commenced in May 1935 and the building was opened to the public in 

October 1936, at a cost of £52,000.  A plan of the building which showed there was provision for an open-air pool at 

the back but not built until the 1970’s when a single-storey extension was built to provide space for a teaching pool. 

At the same time the diving boards at the north end of the main pool were removed to make room for access 

through glazed doors to the newly built sauna; and the laundry room on the north end of the east suite was 

converted into a dance studio. In 1998 the interior of the baths was redecorated during closure for asbestos 

removal, and the original steel side windows on the two long sides of the building were replaced with aluminium. 

The Mounts is believed to be the only Art Deco swimming pool in the country. 

 

Facilities now include a state of the art gym, dance studio, main pool, teaching/toddler pool, Turkish hot rooms, 

sauna, steam room and table tennis. 

 
https://d.docs.live.net/76fb760f5e863471/Documents/Mounts Swimming Pool.docx 

  

CLASP was established as a Charity in 2005. Since then, it has carried out archaeological projects at many sites along 

the A5 and in the lower Nene Valley, including Roman sites at Whitehall farm, Bannaventa and Harpole, the ongoing 

excavation of an Anglo-Saxon Cemetery and a medieval site at Thrupp.      

The CLASP Facebook Group now has over 100 members, with interesting posts added every day – join the Group to 
be able to post and comment 
CLASP Membership extended to 16/17 year olds 
REPORT: The 2019 dig at the Whitehall Farm Anglo-Saxon Cemetery  

Rob Close, Chairman of CLASP Trustees 

https://claspweb.org.uk/  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/CLASPWEB/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/CLASPWEB/
https://claspweb.org.uk/?p=3114
https://claspweb.org.uk/?p=3009
https://claspweb.org.uk/
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 Coronation Celebrations - 2nd June 1953 - Your Responses To February Issue 

David Winter  

David poses as Geoff Duke  

(motorcyclist)  in Coronation Fancy 

Dress Entry for competition held in 

Greenhills Road (now Acre Lane).   He 

says “there is only one street named 

Triumph Gardens, making it unique in 

Great Britain. When the estate was 

built in the 1980s and 1990s, the 

developers Bloor Homes named a number of streets after famous motorcycles . While attending the auction of the 

site of the former Triumph factory to buy the site for house construction, John Bloor bought the collapsed Triumph 

brand in 1983 and his passion for motorcycles has continued.” 

 

Barbara’s Coronation article brought back some memories. I was not a Duston boy having grown up on White Hills 

estate. If we go back to February 1952 my class at Boughton School was out in the school garden when our teacher, 

Mrs Bevis, called us together and said “Children, I have some bad news for you”; my immediate thought was “Oh no! 

The school dentist is coming!”  But, of course, it was the news that King George VI had died. 

The White Hills Coronation celebrations were held in the field behind Greenhills Road (on what is now Acre Lane) 

with a very large marquee. I must confess to not remembering much of that event except that I entered the 

Children’s Fancy Dress Parade dressed as Geoff Duke (see above) the well-known motorcycle champion racer at the 

time. One of my sons-in-law is also a keen motorcyclist who has visited the Isle of Man TT Races in recent years 

where he met a descendant of Geoff Duke; the next year he took a copy of my photo to show him.  At home we 

were lucky enough to have a (very small) TV, and Mum and Dad invited several friends and neighbours to watch the 

Coronation in our sitting room. 

 

Marie Heffernan  

Barbara was very privileged to get a cup and saucer at Eldean school for the Coronation celebrations, I got a mug! 

Very hefty it was if I remember rightly. I wonder if it was the same place as you?  I went to a fancy dress party for the 

Coronation as there was a field backing on to Greenfield Road, (near St. Albans Church)  where I lived that we called 

the Sports Field, and I went as Bo-peep and didn't win either!  I do remember the rain. I had a book of the 

Coronation that I loved. Thanks for the memories. (Marie and I have now discovered that we went to the same infant school, Cedar 

Road in Broadway Avenue - Kathy Perkins) 
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Grafton Ward, Northampton General Hospital (as it used to be) 

David Winter 
  
I came across this copy of a postcard sent on 28th January 1913 to my grandmother by her cousin who was 
an in-patient in Grafton Ward at NGH. It is interesting to compare the look of the ward 108 years ago with 
today’s bays arrangements. The staff had certainly excelled themselves with the Christmas decorations! 

 

The keen-eyed amongst readers may notice the name C. H. Battle on the postcard.  Charles was a 

prominent Duston figure especially with the Congregational Chapel, now United Reform Church, opposite 
The Bakery. 
 

With reference to the Mystery Images on Page 12 (February).  I believe that the Princess 

Diana plaque shown is that which was placed on the wall of Harlestone Road, New Duston, 

paper shop by the then owner, Mr Jones.   Diana’s funeral procession left the M1 

motorway and travelled along Bants Lane and Harlestone Road on its way to Althorp 

where she is buried. 

  

On the day of Princess Diana’s funeral Gwyneth was attending a Girls’ Brigade weekend conference in Cardiff where 

she had the strange experience of watching the cortege passing within 100 yards of our house on television in 

Wales; I made a day trip to Lille, in northern France, by Eurostar on the day itself. On my way to Waterloo I walked 

along The Mall at 6.15am to Buckingham Palace to see all the tributes there; it was a very emotional sightseeing all 

the thousands of people who had been camping out in the street to watch the cortege procession later that 

morning. 

 

When I arrived in Lille I bought a local paper ‘La Voix du Nord’ which contained an article about Diana’s funeral that 

day which described Althorp as being ‘in the hinterland of Northamptonshire’! 
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BERRYWOOD - BARBARA LUKE 

Although Berrywood is in Upton Parish Duston people have for many, many years considered it a part of Duston, a 

place to walk and for children a place to explore. 

Berrywood was a farm with woodland part of the Samwell Estate of Upton. The timber was regularly advertised for 

sale in the Mercury Newspaper. 

Fred Golby’s book on Upton tells how in the early part of the 19th century the Samwell estate in Upton consisting of 

the Hall, the Church St Michaels and the Berrywood farm of 2,000 acres had for over forty years fallen into disrepair  

The church was closed, and the trustees put the estate up for sale. 

In 1870  Berrywood farm 180 acres of freehold 

land with areas of woodland and a good water 

supply, a road access and ringed by an iron 

fence was sold to the Commissioners in Lunacy 

to build a new county asylum.  This was named 

Berrywood Lunatic Asylum. 

A new farm was eventually built on the site to 

supply the asylum with food. Nothing remains of 

the original farm. 

But the iron railings can still be seen in, many 

parts have been removed, one set enclosed the 

Berrywood site and another set enclosed the much reduced Samwell 

estate. 

So now when we spend more time walking around our village look 

out for the railings, still standing after 190 years.  These ran down the 

side of the Black-Walk , a route familiar to Duston School cross 

country runs, then towards the footpath to Harpole along the 

Spinney in front of the Nurses Home and then to the back of Upton 

Lodge Farm; down Berrywood road the 

back of Southfield Rd and along the edge 

of the Highfield estate down to the A45. 

In the new Upton Country Park iron railings can be seen bordering the spinney which 

runs from the walled parkland towards the river, but be quick this area is soon to be 

covered with houses. 

 

Upton valley country park wild flower planting 
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                                February newsletter 
Chestnut Tree, Camelot Way, Opposite Duston School                

 

 
 

 
British Association for Local History  (BALH) - DLHS is a member -  

Your unique code for Duston Local History Society : F-30778D 
  

 
SUFFRAGETTE SURGEONS: THE WOMEN WHO RAN BRITAIN’S TRAILBLAZING MILITARY 
HOSPITAL 
 

Friday 26th February 2021 7:30pm - 8:30pm      Cost £6.00  ONLINE MEETING 
 
Flora Murray and Louisa Garrett Anderson refused to sit still. Both qualified doctors and suffragettes – and also life 
partners – they took a unit of women doctors, nurses and orderlies to France. 
Wendy Moore, author of ENDELL STREET: The Women who ran Britain’s Trailblazing Military Hospital, reveals the 
startling story of these pioneering women. 
 
Tickets and details 
www.erasmusdarwin.org/event/lunar-lecture-endell-street-hospital 
 
 
 

EDITORIAL - ARTICLES AND IMAGES FOR THE  NEXT EDITION OF THE DLHS NEWSLETTER should be sent to 

the editor by 16th March  Kathy  Perkins 

Duston.dlhs@gmail.com 

The Editor reserves the right to decline to accept an article. 

Also articles may be edited to fit space requirements 

St. Crispin's Church 

1 St. Luke's Church 

http://www.erasmusdarwin.org/event/lunar-lecture-endell-street-hospital
mailto:Duston.dlhs@gmail.com

