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As I write this newsletter, it is announced that our Christmas and New Year Lockdown has 

been increased in many areas with added restrictions 

Please look after yourself and those you care about 

Kathy 
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REVIEW OF 2020 - MARGARET EDWARDS 

2020 wasn’t meant to be like this.  We made such a good start with our Members’ evening in January. Tony Perret’s 

phonograph playing a medley of songs and music as a fantastic introduction to an excellent evening of members’ 

stories and images including  a variety of information on organisations, people and dwellings. 

Come March little did we know that our evening of archived films (including one of a Duston Carnival) would be our 

last for goodness knows how long. 

A realisation of the ferocity and apparent random nature of the Corona Virus named Covid-19 was evident with the 

first lockdown on 23rd March.  It is still with us as we approached Christmas, but hope has been raised with the coming 

of a vaccine. There have been many pandemics and plagues in the history of the UK with similar actions taken to avoid 

the spread of the disease; wearing of masks; restricted contacts; isolation; banning of travel to and from infected areas 

and settlements. Upper Heyford is a local example of a deserted village in all probability destroyed by the plague. 

But we made plans for 2020 and I am sure most of these will be realised in days to come. They include:  

 A return visit from Richard York with his songs music and stories 

 ‘Faith at the Front’ during WW1 with Helen Frost 

 A visit to Bletchley Park including an introductory talk 

 Dr Jane Orr Talk on ‘1918 flu pandemic’ 

 Reopening of Northampton Museum in 2021 with Rebecca Shawcross on the Boots and Shoe Collection 

 POW camp in Pattishall with Colin Chapman 

 Slides of Old Northampton 1900-1960 with Richard Deacon 

 Jewish community in Northampton “100 Faces”  

 Weedon Depot talk and visit 

 And finally, a return visit to our Christmas meeting, of Biff Raven-Hill  

As you all know we decided to publish a monthly News Letter as from April so we could all keep in touch. At the time 

we didn’t think the pandemic would be so virulent for so long. We hope the 10 Newsletters, published so far, have 

been an enjoyable and informative read for you. Kathy Perkins has miraculously pulled together a great variety of 

articles ranging from those directly relating to Duston’s past and recent history to more general aspects of the past. I 

have picked out some themes which run through many of the issues: 

1. 75th anniversaries of VE and VJ days   Special editions 
2. ”As it Was” Kathy’s series 
3. Duston’s history and stories        

Special thanks to David Carter, Barbara Luke & Andrew North amongst others. 
4. Significant people of Northampton  Special thanks to Julia Corps 
5. A view of the New Museum opening in 2021 Rebecca Shawcross 
6. Images and Picture quizzes           Thanks to Mark, David Carter & David Winter 

 

A big thank you to all contributors 

We enjoy having your views and welcome all contributions 

Until we meet again keep fit and well. 

 

 

A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE VOLUNTEER RIFLE CORPS  – DAVID CARTER 
An invasion scare in 1859 led to the creation of the Volunteer Force and huge enthusiasm throughout Great Britain 

for joining local Rifle Volunteer Corps.  The War Office issued a Circular Letter on 12 May 1859 inviting volunteers, 

and within three days the 5th Earl Spencer had offered to raise a company from his tenants at Althorp in 

Northamptonshire.  This became the Althorp Rifles, later 1st Northamptonshire RVC, with Earl Spencer appointed to 

command on 29 August 1859. 

The 1st Northamptonshire Rifle Volunteers were a unit of the British Army raised from 1859 onwards as a group of 

originally separate Rifle Volunteer Corps (RVCs).  They later became the 4th Volunteer Battalion of the 

Northamptonshire Regiment and saw action in the Gallipoli and Palestine campaigns during the First World War.  
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Converted into a searchlight unit between the two world wars, they served in the defence of the United Kingdom 

and as an infantry regiment in liberated Norway during the Second World War.  Post-war they continued in the air 

defence role until 1961 when they reverted to infantry as part of the Royal Anglian Regiment. 

The Althorp unit had a song, sung to the tune of The British Grenadiers: 

“Now every man of sense, Sir, 
Should welcome with three cheers 

And rally round Lord Spencer 
and the Althorp Volunteers” 

 
Within months of the War Office letter in May 1859, the following units had been raised in the county -  
1st Northamptonshire RVC at Althorp with the 5th Earl Spencer appointed to command on 29 August 1859. 

2nd Northamptonshire RVC raised at Towcester after a meeting held at the Pomfret Hotel on 12 July 1859 with the 

5th Earl of Pomfret appointed to command on 19 October. 

3rd Northamptonshire RVC planned at Northampton but converted to Mounted Rifles in March 1860 (see below). 

4th Northamptonshire RVC raised from 'professional men and tradesmen' after a meeting at Northampton Town 

Hall on 2 June 1859, with the first officers commissioned on 15 February 1860. 

5th Northamptonshire RVC raised from employees of the military contractor Isaac, Campbell & Co at Northampton, 

with the company's proprietor Samuel Isaac appointed as captain and his brother Saul Isaac as lieutenant on 3 

March 1860. 

6th Northamptonshire RVC raised at Peterborough, with the Hon George Wentworth-Fitzwilliam, former MP for 

Peterborough, appointed as commanding officer 3 March 1860. 

7th Northamptonshire RVC raised at Wellingborough, with the first officers commissioned on 20 September 1860 

8th Northamptonshire RVC raised at Daventry with Sir Rainald Knightley, Bart, MP for South Northamptonshire, 

appointed to command on 23 November 1860. 

 

Officer’s Helmet – 1st Northamptonshire Rifle Volunteer Corps 

All these units were included in the 1st Administrative Battalion, Northamptonshire RVCs, in 

1860, under the command of William Fitzroy, Earl of Euston (later 6th Duke of Grafton) as 

lieutenant-colonel, with Earl Spencer and the Earl of Pomfret as majors.   

The 1st Northamptonshire RVC established its headquarters (HQ) at Clare Street Drill Hall, 

Northampton. Three further volunteer corps were raised in the county and added to the 1st 

Admin Battalion: 

1st Northamptonshire Mounted Rifle Volunteer Corps, raised at Overstone 3 Mar 1860 by Col Robert Loyd-Lindsay, 

VC, joined 1st Admin Battalion 1862. 

1st Northamptonshire Engineer Volunteer Corps at Peterborough, raised 1867. 

9th Northamptonshire RVC raised at Kettering, 22 April 1867. 

The 1st Northamptonshire MRV was absorbed by the 4th Northampton RVC in 1863 and the 1st Northampton EVC 

transferred to the 2nd Tower Hamlets EVC in 1872.   

 

Also, in 1872, the 4th and 5th RVCs amalgamated to form a new 3rd corps. Sir Henry Fletcher, Baronet was 

appointed Captain of the 1st RVC in 1866, and Henry James Fitzroy (later Earl of Euston, nephew of the 6th Duke of 

Grafton) of the 2nd RVC in 1872.  After Fitzroy had been promoted to major in 1874, Sir Hereward Wake, 12th 

Baronet, was captain of the 2nd RVC from 1877 to 1887, by special permission, because he simultaneously held a 

commission in the Militia.  

 (article to be continued in next issue) 
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GEORGE BOHN’S REPORT 1891  

DAVID CARTER 
George Bohn inspected the drainage, ventilation 

and water supply at the County Lunatic Asylum 

(Berrywood Asylum/ St Crispin Hospital) in 1891.  

He had previously done similar work in 1879. 

 

His original, hand-written report 1891 is in the 

Northamptonshire Record Office’s archives as 

NCLA/4/28/03 

This typed version of Mr Bohn’s report includes 

several pictures, taken from the internet in 2020.  

George Bohn M. Inst. C.E.  Imperial Chambers, Bowlalley Lane, Hull. 

20th May 1891                                                                                                                                 

To the Asylum Committee of the Northampton County Council 

 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

In compliance with your instructions, I went to Northampton on April 1st, 

remaining there till April 8th.  

I was requested to report on the following points:- 

 

1. Drainage System 

2. Ventilation of Wards Water supply and the question of sinking an additional 

well in the New Field 

3. Cemetery and the danger to inhabitants of Duston from its drainage.  

On these points I now have the honour to submit my report:-  

1 - DRAINAGE SYSTEM  

1a - Main Sewerage 

The main sewers of the Asylum are in an excellent state and although I examined them at every available manhole, I 

found no trace of deposit.  The plan submitted to me by Dr Greene is not accurate and I think it would add very 

much to the ease of inspection if an accurate plan were prepared.  Several manholes shown on the plan could not be 

found and although we made excavations where they ought to have been we only succeeded in finding one. 

It is most important that there should be a manhole wherever a junction of two or more sewers takes place, in order 

that these points at which if anywhere stoppages would be likely to occur may be regularly inspected.  The manholes 

are at present covered with heavy blocks of stone to lift, which two or three men are required.  I would suggest that 

these blocks be replaced by iron manhole covers with locks, so as to prevent the possibility of their being interfered 

with by the patients.  The Inspector would then be able to do his work much more quickly and the disturbance of the 

surface of the ground which now necessarily takes place would be avoided but the saving in labour alone and the 

fact that the sewers being so easy of inspection would probably be more frequently inspected is sufficient 

justification for my recommendation. 

The ventilation of the main sewer appears to be excellent; the current caused by the Engine Chimney being so great 

that it actually drew smoke from a smoke pocket that was inserted at the front of the ventilating pipe of No 5 Block 

and the ordinary ventilating pipes (which are five inches in diameter and most of which are fitted with Boyle’s 

Extractors and carried above the eaves of the buildings at the head of every branch drain) have a strong upward 

current.  In several cases where lavatory waste pipes which are untrapped enter these ventilating pipes the upward 

current was so strong that the smoke from the pocket did not enter the building and only in one or two cases was I 

able to detect the smell of the smoke inside the building as will be mentioned under the next sub-heading. 
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I recommended in 1879 that the manholes should have 

ventilating covers and that all cesspits should be trapped but it 

was found that these ventilating covers occasionally omitted 

unpleasant smells which would not have been the case if the 

sewers had been kept in as good condition as they were on the 

occasion of my late visit (1879).  It was also found that the 

patients inserted sticks and stones through the ventilators 

which were therefore once more closed. 

Some of the cesspits were also trapped as recommended but it 

was found that the traps were frequently choked with boots, 

shoes etc, and the traps were therefore removed but as all soil 

pipes are carried outside the building and are well trapped 

internally, and discharge into the cesspits which are directly 

ventilated by the five inch pipes above mentioned, I think that 

there is no possibility of the entrance of sewer gas into the 

Asylum. 

(B) Drainage and Sanitary arrangements in the interior of the 

Asylum 

 (Early versions of the Unitas closet were 

porcelain) 

The type of water closet now adopted, and 

which is being substituted for the older 

forms leaves nothing to be desired.  It is an iron form of the “Unitas” and has two distinct 

advantages over that form when used in the Asylum.  Being formed of iron it is not easily broken 

by rough usage and a plug has been inserted in the side so that rags, shoes and other matters 

which were difficult to remove from the “Unitas” which had no such opening can be easily 

removed when a stoppage takes place.   

The closets in the Children’s Wards are troughs with a self-acting flush and were clean and sweet when I inspected 

them.   

About twenty earth closets are used in the Asylum for special cases. (George Bohn’s sketch below ) 

The kitchen troughs, lavatories etc are not trapped inside the building and with 

the exception of one or two cases they discharged into trapped Cesspits or 

Gullies.  It would be better that they should also be trapped internally with a 

“Hellyer’s Anti D Trap” of which I send you a sketch herewith.  In the case of the 

No 5 Block Male and Female, I found that the gullies into which the waste pipes 

discharged were untrapped and were in direct communication with the sewer.  

The sewer ventilating pipes from these Blocks also discharge at such a level that 

the gas must enter the windows of the higher buildings by which they are 

surrounded.  But as I am informed that these Blocks are about to be 

reconstructed, these matters will of course be rectified.  

 There are two chimneys which were formerly used as sewer ventilators and which have been stopped only at the 

top, rendering it possible that sewer gas might enter the building through any cracks or joins in the brickwork and I 

recommend that the connections be entirely cut off from the manholes and that the junctions with the manholes be 

built up or filled up with concrete.  It is not necessary to mention in detail all the lavatories, sculleries, sinks etc 

which are not trapped inside the building, but I recommend that every such waste pipe should be trapped.   

The ends of disused sewers which at present open into the manhole in the Central Airing Court should be 

disconnected and built up.   
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The No 3 Water Closet is a very unsavoury corner and I noticed that the waste pipes from the floors of the adjoining 

building were untrapped.  If these pipes be necessary they should be trapped if possible or at any rate covered with 

a flap valve so as to prevent the foul air from this corner from entering the Wards. 

In the Fine Linen Laundry there was an accumulation of decomposing matter under the tanks and the manhole in the 

Laundry was very foul and unventilated. 

In the Officers’ Laundry the joints of the D Traps leak.  The trough discharges into a foul and unventilated cesspit.   

The Gully in the Stores is not properly trapped, and it is reported to emit bad smells in Summer. 

In the Kitchen Yard there is an old and now disused drain from the Water Closet in the Tower which should be 

disconnected from the Gully and the orifice made good.   

The end of the pipe entering the Swill Tank from the Kitchens should be covered with a flap valve so as to prevent 

the entrance of rats and unpleasant odours. 

The drain from the Male Mess Scullery also requires alteration and a flap valve at its end. 

The drain from the Boiler House under No 1 Male Ward is no longer used and the trap is therefore dry and allows 

the passage of sewer gas.  It would therefore be better to stop up this drain either temporarily or permanently. 

The Front Hall closet and that in the Storekeeper’s Department as well as all other pan closets should be removed 

and replaced from time to time by the flushout type of which the “Unitas” is a good example.   

I find that the faint smell which is so common in water closets is usually caused by the underside of the seat 

becoming foul.  This may be prevented by varnishing or painting the undersides and having it frequently washed.  All 

water closet seats should be hinged. 

The Assistant Medical Officer’s (Male Department) bath and overflow are not trapped – at least no trap could be 

found – and apparently are in direct communication with the sewer. 

The cesspit in the Front Subway should be removed and a manhole constructed in the Yard between the Stores and 

the Waiting Room into which the ends of the drains should discharge. 

The overflow from the Soft Water Tank is efficiently trapped and the overflow from the Main Tank in the Tower 

discharges into a trap in the cesspit at the front of the Tower.  As the water seal is however only about an inch which 

I consider to be insufficient, I recommend that its depth should be increased from four to six inches. 

I inspected the residence of the Medical Superintendent which appears to be in a satisfactory sanitary state. 

2 - VENTILATION OF WARDS 

Great care has evidently been taken in arranging and improving the ventilation and warming of the Asylum.  The 

fresh air is admitted through gratings and “Tobin’s Tubes” and in some cases is warmed before admission by passing 

through the warm pipes of Dr Greene’s patent grates and there is also ample means of egress in most cases for the 

air. 

 (Diagram of a Tobin’s Tube, built into an outside wall) 

No 1 and 2 Dormitories Male and Female single rooms are ventilated by four “Tobin’s 

Tubes” and two large gratings.  All single rooms also have ventilating pipes in the roof and 

passing through it and discharging through an upright shaft. 

No 5 Small Dormitory should have a “Tobin’s Tube” as addition to the ceiling ventilator. 

No 5 New Dormitory should have the ceiling trapdoor replaced by a grating. 

No 4 Dormitory is ventilated by flues running parallel to the smoke flues and also by Ceiling 

Ventilators, but I recommend that two “Tobin’s Tubes” be replaced in this Dormitory for the 

better supply of fresh air. 
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The Day Rooms throughout are ventilated by gratings on the floor level admitting fresh air by open windows and by 

shafts alongside the chimney flues.  Dr Greene’s grates are used in these rooms and work satisfactorily and 

economically but I would suggest that the inlets for hot air should be placed at as low a level as possible by which a 

still better result would be obtained.   

The ventilation of water closets is carried out by gratings on the floor level and by open windows.  There was no 

smell in any of those which I inspected, and the floors and wall being formed of cement finished quite smooth there 

is no possibility of any nuisance arising, so long as 

ordinary attention is given to their cleanliness by the 

attendants. 

No 6 or Children’s Ward is ventilated by gratings on the 

floor level, “Tobin’s Tubes” and Hopper Fanlights over 

the windows. 

The Recreation Hall is ventilated by roof lights and 

Boyle’s Extractors over the Gallery.  From under the 

Gallery, shafts are carried up alongside the chimney. 

In cases where it is desired to use windows or tubes 

passing directly through walls, for the extraction of 

stale air, I think the “Acme” Ventilator would be found 

useful as it prevents any downdraft and is so 

constructed that the stronger the wind on the outside 

the greater is the vacuum created inside the room.  I 

have applied this system to the ventilation of my own 

Billiard Room and find it to answer its purpose 

admirably.  I have requested the Agent to supply me 

with a small model which I trust to be able to send with 

this report. 

Detached Hospital 

The WCs and baths are in corner blocks cut off from the 

Hospital by ventilated passages.  The wards are well-

supplied with fresh air through inlets in the walls and 

there are hoppers over the windows.  There are 

ventilators surrounding the Wenham Lamps; the exit pipes being carried into the chimneys.  There are also Ceiling 

Ventilators connected with Boyle’s Extractors and warm air is supplied by Dr Greene’s grates. 

         

No 3 - WATER SUPPLY, and the question of sinking an additional well in the New Field 

I have not been able to complete this portion of this report in time for the meeting tomorrow, as in order to enable 

me to decide on the present state of the Springs I required continuous observations from the date of my visit.  I have 

now received the daily report to the 16th inst from Dr Greene, and I am glad to see that the average height of the 
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water is slightly greater than it was during my visit.  I will carefully analyse the results and forward this portion of the 

report in time for the next meeting.  In the meantime there is no immediate fear of scarcity as the Springs are rising.   

No 4 - CEMETERY and danger to inhabitants of Duston from its drainage. 

I am of the opinion that the water supply of Duston is liable to be contaminated by the drainage from the Cemetery.   

I have the honour to be, my Lords and Gentlemen, Your Obedient Servant, 

George Bohn M Inst C E                               

Hull   20th May 1891 

 

 
REMEMBRANCE - SERGEANT JOHN NORTH ROGERS DCM 

Died 20th May 1917 
  

Citation:  
For conspicuous gallantry on the 10th May 1915 when he was acting as Gunner 
with an Officer Pilot in the neighbourhood of Lille.   A German aeroplane, armed 
with a machine gun, was attacked at a height of about 10,000 ft;  the hostile 
pilot was hit, and his aeroplane dived, but was followed and the flight continued 
until at an altitude of about 1,500 feet;  it turned on its back and fell to the 
ground. 
 

The Distinguished Conduct Medal, post-nominal letters DCM, was established in 1854 by Queen 
Victoria as a decoration for gallantry in the field by other ranks of the British Army. It is the oldest 
British award for gallantry and was a second level military decoration, ranking below the Victoria 
Cross, until its discontinuation in 1993 when it was replaced by the Conspicuous Gallantry 
Cross.  During the First World War  24,620 medals as well as 472 first bars and nine second bars 
were awarded. 

 

 John North Rogers lived at 5 Dundee Street, St. James, Northampton - born 25th February 1895. 
  

At the age of 22 years old, Sgt. John North Rogers, his skill and courage had seemed to mark him out for a brilliant 
career as a promising young airman.  At the age of 20 he was attached to the military wing of the Royal Flying Corps 
(later renamed as the Royal Air Force), having previously worked in engineering businesses in Coventry and 
Duston.     
 
Recounting how he won the Distinguished Conduct Medal he said that “On the 10th May with his pilot he was sent 
out on reconnaissance between the British and German lines in the neighbourhood of Lille.   At a height of 8,000 ft, 
close to the German lines, he observed a German Albatross, sailing at about 2,000 ft above the ground.  
 
Our Pilot, Lt. Acland, suddenly swooped down in response to my warning, until our Vickers fighting biplane, was 
within 1,000 ft or so of the hostile aircraft.   We descended at the rate of about 110 miles an hour.   We lost no time.  
He could see the German pilot and observer very clearly and knew that it was either them or us.   Catching hold of the 
Mauser revolver, he fired seven shots in rapid succession, with considerable damage.   It was easy to fire straight 
because both the pilot and the observer were in a direct line below.   They had little chance of dodging the shots. 
The Pilot suddenly lurched forward.   The German plane was ripped almost to tatters with the shots from the Lewis 
gun.   After one of the most deadly shots, the German plane swooped suddenly downwards at a terrific rate and, 
after turning completely over, crashed head first into the earth.” 
 
The British aeroplane did not get off scot-free.  Its planes were pierced with bullets in nineteen places and was 
driven to an awkward angle which seriously affected the supply of petrol.  All the time, shrapnel was crashing 
around.   However the little biplane righted itself and continued back to headquarters.  The 2nd Wing Commander of 
R.F.C. notified General French, with the result Lieut. Acland and John Rogers were awarded the D.C.M.  “for their 
splendid work” 

John North Rogers R.F.C.  
14 January 1917 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Queen_Victoria
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Queen_Victoria
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Other_ranks_(UK)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Army
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Victoria_Cross
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Victoria_Cross
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Conspicuous_Gallantry_Cross
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Conspicuous_Gallantry_Cross
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Whilst in hospital suffering from slight concussion as a result of an accident on the 
12th May, which caused slight concussion to his head, he died, of this head injury, 
on 20th May 1917. 
 

A service was held at Doddridge Memorial Congregational Church was attended by 
a large congregation.  He was buried at St. Luke’s Churchyard, Duston, 
Northamptonshire. 
 

Further information: Distinguished Conduct Medal - Wikipedia 
 

 

 

 

 

OLD NORTHAMPTON 

BRIDGE STREET 

 

Named after St. Thomas’ Bridge.  This crossed a wide ditch 

which was formerly situated near the present Plough Hotel.  

The hospital of St. Thomas the Martyr [St. Thomas à 

Becket], who died on 29 December 1170, is usually said to 

have been founded about 1450 by the burgesses of 

Northampton. The Hospital Of St. John, founded by William 

de St. Clare, Archdeacon of Northampton, about 1138, is 

the only one of the religious houses of Northampton still 

standing. It is on the east side of Bridge Street, within the 

line of the town wall, near to the site of the south gate, and 

consisted originally of an alms house and chapel, with a 

master's house about 60 yards to the northeast. 

Some of the inhabitants of Bridge Street in 1952  
Rowland Hill, Ironmonger 

The Angel Hotel 

East Midlands Electricity Board 

Women’s Voluntary Services (Lady Hesketh, 

organiser) 

H.M. Inspector of Factories 

Hawtin, Rawlins & Co. Builders Merchants 

Phillip Coldham, cycle agent 

Raphael Tuck & Sons Ltd, fine art publishers  
 

Images 

Top: Bridge Street, undated ? query 18th C. 

Next Page: 1940’s - note the Wolsley car by the lamp post 

on the left registration begins VV 8232 (denotes Northampton Registration) 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Distinguished_Conduct_Medal
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Sources:  

Life in Old Northampton, Northamptonshire 

Libraries 1975 

Hospitals: St Thomas, Northampton | British 

History Online (british-history.ac.uk)     

'Hospitals: St Thomas, Northampton', in A 

History of the County of Northampton: Volume 

2, ed. R M Serjeantson and W R D Adkins 

(London, 1906), pp. 161-162. British History 

Online http://www.british-

history.ac.uk/vch/northants/vol2/pp161-162 

[accessed 15 December 2020]. 

Street Directory (Kelly’s Directory of 

Northampton, 1954)  

 

 

 

 

 

MORE FROM THE NGH ARCHIVES - Julia Corps (Volunteer) 

I’m sure you have eaten and imbibed to the max over the Christmas festivities but spare a thought for 

those responsible for catering for the Northampton Infirmary in times past 

Domestic Troubles 

When the plans for the 1793 hospital were being drawn up, it was stipulated that the laundry, brewery and bake 

house should have separate accommodation and there is little doubt that the staple diet offered was beer, bread 

and beef.  

BEER was made on the premises and hops and molasses bought in as required. Although the apothecary 

was in charge of wine and spirits, the task of brewing beer was left to the one and only house porter. 

January 1824: Bad beer was reported and thought to be due to the use of old casks.   These were duly replaced, and 

the old ones broken up to make tubs and buckets for the house. This didn’t prove to be the whole answer as later in 

the year the committee started to look for an outside brewer to come in to brew once a week. 

July 1841: After another complaint it was suggested that the problem might be caused by the cesspool of the water 

closets, which was very near the beer barrels stored in the cellar.  A wall was ordered to be built to shut off the 

brickwork of the cesspool from the rest of the cellar... but it was proving to be an ongoing problem. 

October 1844: The committee recommended that the utmost attention must be given to the brewing of beer as it 

had been decided that the consumption of porter was to be discontinued. Porter was a sweet stout very popular at 

that time and it was likely to have been bought in at a cost. Upping their game, the committee consulted Mr Phipps, 

a well-known Northampton brewer, who reported that much of the offensive taste was indeed due to the smell 

from the cesspool taken up by the beer that was fermenting nearby and the fact that the utensils were not kept 

clean enough. He recommended that if the casks and utensils were to be used again, they should be properly 

cleaned by someone who understood the business. After this, beer seems to have been brewed spasmodically until 

1870, when they finally stopped brewing and all the utensils were sold off. 

https://www.british-history.ac.uk/vch/northants/vol2/pp161-162
https://www.british-history.ac.uk/vch/northants/vol2/pp161-162
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“ I gather it was quite common to paint black 

and white prints (with a splash of colour) as a 

hobby and this one came from a gentleman 

who found it amongst family papers and 

passed it on to the archive.” 

Julia Corps 

 

 

 

 

 

BREAD This again was originally baked in house, which must have been quite a time consuming task with so few 

staff employed.  From time to time the committee would vary the quality of flour bought for reasons of economy. 

However, the baking was even more spasmodic than the brewing of beer and much of the bread was bought.  In 

October 1815 the governors entered into a contract with the magistrates to take bread made in the county gaol and 

this lasted until August 1845, when the supply ceased. 

Complaints about ‘bad bread’ were actually more frequent than the complaints about the beer. 

Bad bread was notoriously common in the 18th and 19th centuries. Chalk, alum and bone ashes 

were often added to flour to whiten the loaves. These additives didn’t alter the taste of the bread 

too much but were considered to be harmful to health, especially alum as it was suspected this 

caused rickets. 

August 1873: The Board received a report from an analyst, to whom they had sent some bread for testing, stating 

that the bread undoubtedly contained alum.  

BEEF seems to have been another problem.      The chief difficulty was with the quality.  

 July 1808: It was ordered that the meat was to be constantly inspected by the matron, 

secretary and house surgeon (or one of the governors). If found to be of inferior quality it was to be returned to the 

supplying butcher, fresh meat bought elsewhere, and the offending butcher was called upon to refund the 

difference in price.  

 May 1826: It was reported that out of 165lbs of meat, only 17lbs were considered good and the rest was returned.  
And finally, ....just in case you were wondering about.... 

MILK was not regarded as an important food in the eighteenth century. This might have been because it was 

recognised that it could go sour easily and then used in baking bread, so there never seemed to be the number of 

complaints over the milk supply as in the case of other food stuffs. The only grounds of complaint seemed to be 

when it was watered down. 

October 1828: when a question was raised about the quality of the milk, the committee questioned 

James Coles, who had served the institution with milk for forty years. In order to remove any doubt that 

his milk was genuine, the dairyman proposed to milk his cows at the hospital gate, and calling his bluff, 

the governors agreed that he should indeed do this.  It is noted that another milk supplier was 

appointed two weeks later.  

___________________ 
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In December 1963 LITTLE MAC a 24 year old pit pony who belonged to Northampton RSPA Inspector, Mr WG Burr, 

was taken on an annual Christmas Day and 

Boxing Day tour of NGH and other hospitals and 

childrens’ homes with Santa Claus.   In the 

picture we can see 8 year old Christopher 

Dupont who was a patient at Manfield 

Orthopaedic Hospital. 

Men were given packers of five cigarettes and 

the ladies with bars of chocolate. 

Afterwards, relaxing, Little Mac enjoyed a pint 

of beer.   Chronicle & Echo/NGH Archives 

 

On behalf of the NGH Historic Archive and Museum, I wish you a healthy and happier 2021 and hope you 

will get back to your regular meetings soon. 

ASHTREES HOUSE - KATHY PERKINS 

In Duston there is a large, substantial house, once surrounded by plenty of private space which included a 

magnificent professionally laid out garden.    

Part II - THE DEATH OF MR PERCY STEVENS - JULY 1941 

Percy Stevens died in St. Matthew’s Nursing Home, Kingsley Park, Northampton in 1941.   He was one of the leading 

lift experts in the country and it was largely owing to 

his engineering genius that the St. James’s Abbey 

Works  reached national importance.   When younger, 

he was an expert tennis player and was a past 

chairman of the Lawn Tennis Association of Great 

Britain.    

For many years he lived in Ashtrees House (image left), 

where he gave generously to local causes and was also 

actively associated with the work of the Northampton 

Chamber of Commerce.    

At the time of his death he had been staying for some 

time at Franklin’s Gardens Hotel.  The funeral took 

place at St. James’s Church, and interment was in 

Dallington Cemetery.     

Part III - to continue 

AS IT WAS - THE CHRISTMAS TRUCE 
The Western Front December 1914 

 

Christmas Day.  One of the most elaborate feasts eaten that day in or near the front line was that devised by some 

soldiers of the Honourable Artillery Company, who had a coke brazier burning at each end of their trench on which 

they heated and prepared their dishes, one by one.   Featuring Maconachie.      
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Maconochie was a stew of 

sliced turnips, carrots and potatoes in a thin broth, 

named for the Aberdeen Maconochie Company that 

produced it. It was a widely used food ration for British 

soldiers in the field during the Boer War and in front-line 

trenches during World War I. Though the stew was 

tolerable, most soldiers detested it. As one soldier put it, 

"warmed in the tin, Maconochie was edible; cold, it was 

a man-killer." Others complained about how 

the potatoes appeared to be unidentifiable black lumps.  

A reporter once described the stew as "an inferior grade of garbage". 

The menu for the lunch read (items presumably received from families at home or … filched from alternative stores) 

Hors D’oeuvres - Sardines 
Soup - Turtle,  Ivelcon (meat extract), Oxo 
Fish - Herrings 
Entrée - Meat and vegetable ration (consisting of tinned beef, potatoes, carrots, beans, onions and gravy) 
Poultry - Turkey (devilled or roast) 
Sweets - Christmas pudding (hot and alight with rum) and mince pies 
Savoury - Bread and Butter and Bloater Paste and Pâté de Foie Gras 
Dessert - Dates, figs, apples, almonds and raisins; preserved ginger; 
mixed chocolates, marrons glacé; black coffee, cocoa, café au lait 
Liqueurs - cognac, rum. 
Crackers and cigars. 
 

Their officer joined them at the pudding stage, and it was he 

who supplied the cigars.  They were so well supplied that 

when they left the trenches on 27th December they were 

able to offer their successors a substantial seasonal bonus as 

one of their number recorded:  

“We made up the brazier well and left it for those who 

relieved us.   Gee!  They were glad and grateful for it, 

together with the half-bottle of rum we left them in a stone 

jar, a fowl we ‘found’ and plucked but not cooked, half a pig 

that somehow had got itself in the way of a few bullets from 

my automatic pistol, cheese, jam and half a bottle of sauce 

sent me by a friend.” 

 

Reference:  Christmas Truce, Malcolm Brown and Shirley Seaton, Leo Cooper, 1984 

 

EARLY CHILDHOOD MEMORIES - FAMILY MATTERS 

BARBARA LUKE 

My brother, sister and I each went to a different Grammar school in Northampton so there was no handing down of 

uniforms!   My resourceful mother got round that by buying the uniforms large. My uniform lasted until I was 

seventeen!   

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stew
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Turnip
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carrot
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Potato
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aberdeen
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Military_rations
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trench_warfare
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trench_warfare
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_I
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Potato
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Franklin’s Gardens outdoor swimming pool (right) 

Some of you will remember this lovely swimming 

pool 

My school photo (left).    

Image middle 

Harlestone Firs 

Julia Corps, father in law, 1914 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

__________________________________________ 

 

FRANKLINS GARDENS 
These gardens were built by John Collier founder of the large boot and 

shoe works in Saint James.  Simon Collier his brother, greatly enlarged 

these works in Harlestone Road, finding employment for hundreds of 

people in Saint James before the First World War to 1935. 

In 1865 John Collier brought 

a new era to Northampton 

working class.  A 

recreational area was 

established, well laid out 

gardens with large, heated 

glass houses, 11 acres of 

attractively laid out garden 

flower gardens, with 

conservatories on the South 

wall, a large ornamental 

lake, cricket ground, running 

and cycle track, dancing pavilion, bandstand and tea rooms.   

The gardeners’ houses were on the extreme end of the property.  On the 

whole, a remarkable enterprise for its time and a tribute to Queen 
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Victoria's first Prime Minister, the owner of Duston Manor, the second Lord Melbourne.  On 27th May 1865 the 

Melbourne Gardens were first opened to the public by Lord Burghley.  

On the death of John Collier in 1888,  all John Collier’s properties, including Melbourne Gardens, were put up for sale 

and sold for the sum of £17,000. 

Mr John Franklin purchased the gardens and promptly renamed them Franklin’s Gardens and enlarged them into 

one of the most attractive venues of entertainments in the Midlands.  Special train trips were laid on for the day and 

20,000 people were reported to be there on the Bank Holiday.  As well as owning Franklin’s Hotel in Guildhall Road, 

which started as Franklin’s Restaurant, he also built the Opera House now the Royal Theatre in conjunction with his 

friend Mr Isaac Tarry. 

The first project for the gardens 

was the building of Jubilee Hall - 

for all the year round pleasure.  

This Jubilee Hall was furnished 

with a stage suitable for concerts, 

vaudevilles and operettas.   

By 1889 the complex had grown 

from eleven acres to 30 acres 

with huge planting of shrubs on a 

site called Abbey Park, which 

would eventually become the site 

for the Express Lift Company.   A 

new feature then was the 

development of a race course 

which had a run of nearly a mile, 

including the saddling paddocks, 

judges’ boxes, the weighing and dressing rooms.  Also included was a cycle track and swimming pool.   

Nearly 3,000 flowering trees and shrubs were planted.   A new bear pit, 70 foot long, was provided with picturesque 

rock and stone platforms. 

During the Second World War Franklin's Gardens was used for livestock.  Now of course, Franklin’s Gardens is now 

synonymous with Rugby Football and the home of the Saints.  

Source: Franklin’s Gardens: A History of Old Duston and Old St. James, Northampton; Fred Golby, 1992 

Acknowledgement: Images David Carter; Duston Heritage Facebook images by David Carter & Tony Perrett 
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ARE THERE ANY MYSTERIES IN YOUR FAMILY HISTORY?  BARBARA LUKE 
This year lock down has given us the time to explore more of our family history, so 

much is available on line to use while we are confined to our homes. The mystery 

lady in our family is Lavinia Luke, my husband’s Aunt.  The story passed down through 

the family is that Lavinia fell off a boat in the River Thames and drowned.  But of 

course there is no one left alive to elaborate on this story.  But after some delving I 

have found the real story 

Lavinia was born on 18th January 1910 she third surviving child of eleven children 

born to John George and Christina Luke.  John was a miner like his father and 

grandfather before him in the County Durham coal mining villages of Cassop, Coxhoe 

and Witton Gilbert. These villages sprang up to house the men flocking to dig the 

black gold in many ways like the gold rush towns of the US and Australia. These very basic small single story cottages 

were erected by the mine owners with only the minimal of community facilities, perhaps a shop and a chapel. 

The boys went down the pit from 14/15 years but for the girls opportunities were limited.  Lavinia and her sisters 

Ellen, Christina, Ivy and Jean taught themselves to dance and sing. Perfecting their act was to be their escape from 

the North East. In the 1920s touring musical companies were very popular every small town had a least one hall or a 

theatre to house these entertainments Lavinia and her sisters performed under the names ‘The Sisters Luke’ or the 

‘Cyclonics Concert Party’.  

In September 1929 they were performing at the Priory Hall in Eynesbury near St Neots it was a very warm day and 

the girls decided to go for a swim. Eynesbury had bathing sheds and was a popular place for swimming in the River 

Ouse.  Unfortunately Lavinia was not a very strong swimmer and soon got into difficulties. The gentleman in charge 

of the swimming area went out in his boat to help her but didn’t have a hook to catch hold of her so by the time he 

returned with one it was too late to save her. He was not able to swim either.  Lavinia was 19 years old. 

 

LETTERS SECTION 
An introduction to the new section for Readers’ Letters. 

Writing letters to the newsletter is a great way to engage with a topic you're passionate about or something of general 
interest. 

Your letter could be a response to a specific article, or could also be a response to an event or issue in Duston community. 
All letters will be moderated for language and content with the DLHS committee having the right to exclude anything they 

consider inappropriate or inflammatory 
Send your letters to Duston.dlhs@gmail.com 

 

IMAGES -  

Mark Vincent 
Balmoral Close (left) new 

garden under construction 

- it  is on the old site of 

Princess Marina Hospital 

which used to provide 

care, treatment and 

accommodation for 

people with a learning 

disability until the mid-

90s. This development is 

very recent. 

Do you know where the image on the right is?  Clue:  Not in Duston. 

 

 

Duston.dlhs@gmail.com 

The Editor reserves the right to decline to accept an article.   Also articles may be edited due to space constraints 

Kathy Perkins 
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