
DLHS Newsletter December 2020 P a g e  | 1 Issued 11th November 2020 

DUSTON LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY 
NEWSLETTER  

issue 9 DECEMBER 2020 
 

                                        

 

OLD NORTHAMPTON 

The New Theatre was opened on 9th December 1912, and was designed by noted theatre architect W.G.R. Sprague. 
It was first operated as a variety theatre and famous illusionist ‘Rameses’ topped the opening bill. Films were part of 
the variety programme from the early days. Seating was provided in orchestra stalls, dress circle and gallery levels. In 
1914, it was screening many films, but then went back to live theatre, presenting drama, musicals, ballet & opera as 
well as weeks of variety. 

In 1933, it was equipped with British Thomas Houston (BTH) sound equipment, and opened as a full time cinema 
with Ronald Colman in “Cynara”. However, after a few weeks, live shows began again, and cine-variety was being 
presented. At the end of 1934, it had screened its last film and returned to full live theatre use. The final show was 
“Strip-Strip Hooray” in 1958. 

The New Theatre was demolished in 1960. Today the space is used by a shopping store.   

More information: http://www.arthurlloyd.co.uk/Northampton/NewTheatreNorthampton.htm 

                                    

http://www.arthurlloyd.co.uk/Northampton/NewTheatreNorthampton.htm
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  FROM PARISH TO SUBURB – DAVID CARTER 

The expansion of Northampton into Duston Parish and other nearby parishes 
The parts of Northampton that have been longest inhabited are round the castle site and the churches of St. Peter 

and the Holy Sepulchre.  The convergence of streets on the Mayorhold, together with the name Newland and the 

reference to the waste open space by All Saints' Church in 1235 suggest that the oldest town lay entirely to the west 

of the road from London to Leicester.   

The town expanded, mainly eastwards, and new walls 

and gates were added.  The wall ran north and east of 

the town; to the west and south the river and the 

castle fortifications formed adequate defences.  The 

line of the later wall and ditch is still clearly traceable 

from its north-west corner on the river, along the south 

side of St. George's Street (North Gate), Campbell 

Street, the Upper and Lower Mounts (East Gate), York 

Road, Cheyne Walk (Dern Gate), Cattle Market Road 

(South Gate), Weston Street, across the gas works 

(Marvell's mill postern) and so up to the West Gate 

near the castle, on Black Lion Hill.  There was also a 

postern between the East Gate and the Dern Gate, 

near St. Giles' Churchyard, and another called the Cow 

Gate leading from Cow Lane (now Swan Street) into 

Cow Meadow.  The four main gates stood where the 

Market Harborough, Kettering, London and Daventry 

roads entered the town. 

In the early Middle Ages, the borough was divided into 

four quarters, named after the four points of the 

compass. These are mentioned in the Rolls of the eyre of 1253.  To these a fifth, the Chequer Ward, round the 

marketplace, was added, possibly about 1300.  These five wards, supplemented for a few years by those of St. James 

and Cotton End in 1618, lasted down to 1835. 

The wall was then crenellated and much used for walking purposes by sick burgesses when they wished to take the 

air, by all who wanted to take short cuts to avoid the muddy lane below in winter, and by the night watchmen who 

spied through the battlements upon malefactors as they came in and out of the town.  The walls, which had been 

allowed to fall into a bad condition in the 16th century, were repaired by the strenuous labours of the townsmen in 

1642–3 but were destroyed by royal order in 1662. 

From an early date there are references to houses in the suburbs, outside the walls.  To the north and east, where 

the town fields extended to the parishes of Kingsthorpe, Abington and Weston, there were houses outside the North 

Gate along the Market Harborough road round the churches of St. Bartholomew and St. Lawrence, whilst outside the 

east gate St. Edmund's End grew up round St. Edmund's church.  South of the town, between the walls and the river, 

grew up the south quarter, still containing many waste places in 1430 which the mayor and chamberlain leased to 

sixteen different tenants in that year.   

There were from a very early date important suburbs outside the liberties.  Round the abbey of St. James, founded 

about 1100 on the west side of the river, grew up St. James' End, in the parishes of Duston and Dallington.  The 

earliest reference to the name that has been traced is in 1358, but a 13th century cartulary of the abbey which 

mentions various streets by name shows that it was then of considerable extent.  South of the river, in Hardingstone 

parish, Cotton End or St. Leonard's End, grew up along the London road round St. Leonard's Hospital and chapel.  In 

1618, by the charter of James I to the town, St. James' End, Cotton End and West Cotton were included within the 

liberties, but this extension seems only to have lasted a few years, and these suburbs passed back to the county until 

1901. 

John Speed’s 1610 map.  The original town walls ran from the river north 
of the castle, through the Mayorhold, then south between College Street 
and the Drapery and south towards the river. 
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In 1535 an Act of Parliament empowered the mayor and burgesses, in view of the great ruin and decay of the town, 

to take into their hands any houses which the tenants and landlords failed to repair and rebuild them themselves.  If 

the mayor and burgesses failed to do so, anyone who pleased might rebuild the houses and so acquire possession of 

them and the land on which they stood.  Again, in 1622, the mayor explained that the decay of the town prevented 

the borough sending certain taxes to London. 

The maps of Northampton before the fire of 1675 show large vacant spaces within the walls, especially in the south-

east quarter of the town. 

Under the Municipal Corporations Act 1835 the town was divided 

into three wards; the South Ward, south of Gold Street, St. Giles' 

Street and Billing Road; the East Ward, east of the Drapery, Sheep 

Street and the Kingsthorpe Road, and the West Ward, west of the 

same line.   

The second Reform Act 1867 added parts of Dallington, Duston, 

Hardingstone and Kingsthorpe to the Parliamentary borough.  (This 

was for Parliamentary Elections only).  The Northampton Mercury 

reported on 2 May 1868 that 

the Boundary Commissioners 

proposed that newly-erected 

houses on the Kingsthorpe 

Road should be added to the 

borough for parliamentary 

purposes, and also the new 

houses from West Bridge to 

the toll gate (at St James 

Square) comprising Devonshire 

Street, and all those streets to 

the left and right in the 

parishes of Dallington and 

Duston (301 houses).  The 

district of New Zealand, comprising Cotton End (79 houses) and Far Cotton 

(239 houses) was also recommended for inclusion.      

The municipal boundaries remained unchanged till 1901, when they were 

extended so as to include half of Kingsthorpe, the whole of St. James' End and 

Far Cotton, with the exception of some small agricultural areas, and a large 

part of Abington, the area of the borough being enlarged from 1,311 to 3,392 

acres. 

In 1898, by an order of the Local Government Board, the town was divided into 

six nearly equal wards: the Castle Ward, the North Ward, St. Crispin's, St. Edmund's, St. Michael's and the South 

Ward.  Further, after a two days' inquiry at Northampton Town Hall at the beginning of 1900, the Local Government 

Board approved a scheme for the enlargement of the municipal borough which was embodied in an Act passed on 

30 July, 1900.  This Act added to the six wards formed in 1898 the three new wards of Far Cotton, Kingsthorpe, and 

St. James.   

In 1912, under the Northampton Corporation Act, the borough was divided into twelve wards, of which Castle and 

St. James' Wards were unchanged from those of 1901.  The name of Far Cotton Ward was changed to Delapré Ward.  

Part of St. Edmund's Ward was added to South Ward.  Three new wards were added: Kingsley, carved partly out of 

the old Kingsthorpe and St. Edmund's Wards; Abington, out of the old St. Edmund's and St. Michael's Wards; St. 

Lawrence's, out of the old Kingsthorpe, North and St. Crispin's Wards.   

“We are informed that the Northampton Borough Boundaries Committee have come to the conclusion that the best 

means of obtaining an extension of the borough boundaries is by Act of Parliament.  It is said that that course will be 

The Wards of Northampton Borough, circa 

1860  

 

This OS 1899 map shows the Parliamentary 
and Borough Boundaries enclosing parts of 
Dallington St James and Duston St James 
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speedier than a provisional order; and, if other needful matters are included in the Act, as for instance the widening 

of Abington Street, even cheaper.  The committee propose including in the new Northampton the whole of 

Kingsthorpe, (including Semilong and Kingsley); Phippsville and the whole of Abington; a considerable portion of 

Hardingstone (including the whole of Far Cotton); and the urban parts of Dallington and Duston.  The proposed new 

boundaries would embrace the Corporation property at Abington Park and the municipal cemetery at Hardingstone, 

Dallington Cemetery and, of course, the whole area served by the tramways.”  Northampton Mercury – 2 June 1899. 

Corresponding changes took place in the civil parishes of the town as a result of the enlargement of the borough.   

“The nine wards of the extended Borough are – Castle Ward (unaltered), St. Crispin’s Ward (unaltered), St Michael’s 

Ward (unaltered), South Ward (unaltered), North Ward (the present ward with Semilong and a further small portion 

of Kingsthorpe being the whole of the parish within the Parliamentary Borough).  St Edmund’s Ward (the present 

ward with the included portion of Abington added), Far Cotton Ward (the included portion of Far Cotton), 

Kingsthorpe Ward (the included portions of Kingsthorpe except those parts added to the North Ward), St James’ 

Ward (the added portions of St James and Dallington).”  Northampton Mercury 11 May 1900   

In 1909 the four civil parishes of All Saints, St. Giles, St. Peter, and St. Sepulchre were consolidated and formed into 

the civil parish of Northampton.   

In 1914 the civil parishes of Kingsthorpe, Duston St. James, and the parts of Dallington and Abington within the 

municipal boundary were added to the civil parish of Northampton.  

By the late 1920s, local discussions turned to even more expansion, extending the Borough Boundaries once again. 

“A special meeting of the Northampton Town Council has been called for today (Friday) to consider and pass the 

necessary resolutions to promote a Bill for the extension of the Borough Boundaries.  The following are purposes of 

the measure; 1 – to extend the Borough so as to include therein the parishes of Weston Favell and Hardingstone, and 

portions of the parishes of Duston, Dallington, Boughton and Moulton Park.  2 – to amalgamate the parishes of 

Northampton and Far Cotton with the parishes and portions of parishes to be added to the Borough so as to form one 

parish of Northampton.  3 – to divide the Borough as extended into twelve wards.”   Northampton Mercury 14 November 

1930. 

“The Bill has been drafted by the Town Clerk in conjunction with his Parliamentary agents to extend the area of the 

borough by including the whole of the parishes of Weston Favell and Hardingstone, and portions of the parishes of 

Duston, Dallington, Boughton and Moulton Park.  This extension affects three rural districts – Northampton, 

Hardingstone and Brixworth.  The total area to be added to the borough is about 7,318 acres.  The excluded portion 

of the parish of Dallington to be added to the excluded portion of Duston to form the new parish of Duston, and the 

excluded portion of Moulton Park and the excluded portion of Boughton are proposed to be added to the new parish 

of Boughton.  Provision has been made for the wards of the borough to be re-divided and renamed, and a scheme for 

this purpose has been submitted to the Home Office, which has expressed its satisfaction.  The names of three of the 

existing wards disappear, namely North, Abington and St Lawrence, and are replaced by Weston, Spencer, and St 

George.  The appointed day for the extension of the borough is 1 April 1932.”    Northampton Mercury 21 November 1930 

 

The Borough 

boundary by the 

early 1930’s was 

extended to include 

Duston Road and 

Bants Lane 
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“The main additions to the population of the new borough will come from the Council’s housing estate at Weston 

Favell, and the village of Dallington.  On the main roads from Northampton, the boundary will be extended as 

follows; Newport Pagnell Road, to Mere Road, Hardingstone, (just beyond Queen Eleanor’s Cross); Wellingborough 

Road, to Trumpet Lane, Weston Favell; Old Duston Road, to Bants Lane; Weedon Road, to 550 yards beyond the 

present boundary; Market Harborough Road, up to and including the Municipal Cemetery, Welford Road, to the 

bottom of the dip just beyond Kingsthorpe; Kettering Road, just beyond the Manfield Hospital.”  Northampton Mercury 20 

March 1931 

 (image left) Boundary Stone 1932, on Weedon Road near the junction with Duston Road 

After World War Two, the parishioners of Duston discussed the possibility of 

the remaining parish joining the borough.  The rates were lower within the 

town and, despite all the improvements to Duston’s housing, health and 

roads during the years from the 1890s, when parish and district councils had 

been formed, the RDC became rather unpopular – at least amongst some 

local politicians! 

“One proposal had been presented to the Boundary Commission in July 1947.  

It was planned to absorb Hardingstone, Wootton, Upton and Duston; parts of 

Boughton, Great Houghton, Little Houghton, Moulton, Overstone and other 

villages.”  Northampton Mercury 1 July 1949. 

Despite a very vigorous “Hands Off Duston” campaign during the late 1950s 

and early ‘60s, Duston became entirely absorbed into the expanded borough 

of Northampton.  Duston Parish Council was abolished, and all relevant 

services were transferred from the parish and rural district councils to the 

borough council, (with the County Council overseeing some services). 

1st April 1965  - The day that Duston ceased to exist as a 

political and civil entity.  Borough and District Councils 

took on the local duties and services.  Some years later, 

Parish Councils and town councils were re-formed in 

some communities, including Duston, with local 

responsibilities.  Duston Parish Council came back to 

life, but as part of the Borough of Northampton! 

In the early years of the twenty-first century, the 

political structure of the county changed once again.  

The county council, in existence since the 1890s, was 

replaced by two “unitary” authorities, with local parish 

or borough councils taking on the management of local 

assets and facilities. 

 

After all the expansion of Northampton into nearby communities, 

with new parliamentary and civil boundaries being added to the 

maps, the original boundary landmarks of Duston Parish remain.  The 

rivers and streams and the ancient roads are still part of our 

landscape.  They remind us of what “Duston Parish” was …….. and – 

for many Duston families - always will be !! 

Sources of Information ……  www.british-history.ac.uk (British History 

Online), Northampton Mercury newspaper and OS maps 

 

 

http://www.british-history.ac.uk/
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BARBARA LUKE 

EARLY HISTORY OF THE EXPRESS LIFT COMPANY 

The Assyrians and the Egyptians used pulleys and buckets to distribute the waters of the Babylon and the Nile for 

irrigation. Later the Greeks, Romans and the Chinese used continuous buckets on a wheel driven by treadmills. Many 

centuries later Napoleon wrote to his wife, the Arch-Duchess Marie Louise referring to a ‘flying chair’.  Such a device 

is said to have been installed even earlier in Windsor Castle for Queen Anne to match that at the Palace of Versailles.  

It was not until 1850 or thereabouts that lifts began to play a significant part in the handling of goods and passengers 

in buildings. They were mostly manufactured by general engineers and driven by belts through the main plant 

machinery. Early in the 20th century at least three British general engineering companies had begun to specialise in 

the manufacture of electric lifts. Two of these companies led to the foundation of the Express Lift Co. Ltd as it 

became known. 

Smith, Major and Stevens 

In 1770 Mr Smith founded a small engineering business at 69 Princes St, London,  the present site of the Prince of 

Wales Theatre. He was an ironmonger of considerable inventive talent. Amongst other things he invented an early 

door spring or closer for locating in the floor under the door. This continued in manufacture right up to the 1980s. 

Under the brand name of Janus, the name of the new Battersea factory. 

In 1878 his successors joined with Archibald Smith and Stevens with new premises in Battersea, the 

Janus Works. They made hand powered and hydraulic lifts and rope stranding machines. 

The Industrial revolution was a time of rapid change. A catalogue of Archibald Smith and Stevens 

dated 1880 listed by name 126 hydraulic installations, 26 belt lifts and over 400 hand operated lifts, 

which had been built by the company.  In addition over 1000 other lifts the Company had in service. 

In 1909 another brilliant engineer Mr Charles Major was made a partner in the 

Company, which became Smith, Major and Stevens.  Almost at once a new 

factory was planned in Northamptonshire to replace the old Janus Works in 

London. 

The Company traded successfully on the site of the St James Abbey on the 

Weedon Road. 

Charles Major became Company Chairman and his son Percy, following the 

family tradition, became Managing Director. 

 

 

 

 

Early Advertisements for the Company 
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AS IT WAS - KATHY PERKINS 

DEAFNESS 
In our current world of high tech, Bluetooth enabled, and discreet hearing aids, it’s easy to forget that hearing loss 
long outdates the modern advances of today. In fact, hearing loss has existed throughout human history. The history 
of deafness has not been well documented throughout history; however we do have some clues. 

As far as we know, there must always have been people who were born deaf or who became deaf. They are 
mentioned in the Bible and in the work of writers such as the Greek philosopher Plato. Plato specifically mentions 
Deaf people who use sign language.   

When studying the skeletal remains of our human ancestors for evidence of hearing loss, we are limited only 
to conductive hearing loss. Conductive hearing loss is a hearing loss that occurs because sound cannot physically 
make it into the inner ear. Some conductive hearing loss can be caused by bony growth around the ears that blocks 
sounds from entering the ear drum.  A group of 10,000-year-old human remains which were buried at Shanidar 
Cave, an archaeological site located on Mount Bradost in Iraqi Kurdistan, had external auditory exostoses (bony 
growths in the ear canal). For two of the discovered skeletons, the degree of exostoses was severe enough to have 
impacted the person’s ability to hear.   

Ancient Greek philosophers Plato and Aristotle first wrote about the deaf community [Plato c. 428–c. 348 BCE 
and Aristotle 384–322 BCE] are generally regarded as the two greatest figures of Western philosophy.   
Unfortunately, their view of people with deafness or who were mute was not very positive. The 
philosophers wrote that the “ability to reason was intrinsically linked with the ability to speak.”  What the 
philosophers meant by this was that those who were deaf “from the first” (which is thought to mean birth or before 
learning to speak) were unintelligent.  Ancient Greeks also make the first known references to sign language. Plato 
writes, “‘If we had no voice or tongue, and wished to make things clear to one another, should we not try, as dumb 
[mute] people actually do, to make signs with our hands and head and person generally?”  Although ancient Greek 
philosophers did not view members of the deaf community very highly, their mention of them does note the 
existence of hearing loss during this time. 

The earliest known written record pertaining to hearing loss was found in ancient Egypt – dating back to 1550 BC. In 
the Ebers Papyrus, a remedy for “Ear That Hears Badly” is described. 1 The remedy involves injecting olive oil, red 
lead, ant eggs, bat wings and goat urine into the ears. It is unknown if this remedy was aiming to cure temporary 
hearing loss due to excess wax build-up or more permanent or sensorineural hearing loss.2  Ancient Egyptians were 
encouraged to be kind and compassionate to all people with disabilities, including those with hearing impairment. 

It is believed that the first reference to specific signs comes not from members of the deaf community, but from the 
monks of ancient Burgundy in early 1000s. In order to honour and keep their strict vow of silence, the monks created 
complicated signs in order to communicate with one another. These hand signals had eventually come to be known 
as ‘Cluniac sign language’ and had a major impact on monasteries all across Europe. Cluniac sign language is also 
thought to be the inspiration for the manual alphabet (or finger spelling) that was invented in Spain at the first deaf 
school in the mid-1500s.  

The first known deaf school was started by the Spanish monk Benedictine Pedro Ponce de Leon in the mid-1500s. 
Benedictine Ponce de Leon is credited with being the ‘first teacher of the deaf.’ Ponce de Leon taught his students, 
usually children of wealth aristocrats, to speak audibly, and also worked with them on writing and understanding the 
sign language he had created. Benedictine Ponce de Leon’s school for the deaf and attitude towards the deaf 
community were very progressive at the time. The common belief throughout Europe at this time was that deaf 
children were too simple minded to be educated. 

 
1 The Ebers Papyrus, also known as Papyrus Ebers, is an Egyptian medical papyrus of herbal knowledge dating to circa 1550 BC. Among the 
oldest and most important medical papyri of ancient Egypt, it was purchased at Luxor in the winter of 1873–74 by Georg Ebers. It is currently 
kept at the library of the University of Leipzig, in Germany. 
2 Sensorineural hearing loss (SNHL) is caused by damage to the structures in the inner ear or the auditory nerve. It is the cause of more than 90 
percent of hearing loss in adults.  

https://atlantahearingdoctor.com/hearing-loss/
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Plato
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Aristotle
http://www.historytoday.com/alison-atkin/no-longer-deaf-past
http://www.historytoday.com/alison-atkin/no-longer-deaf-past
https://atlantahearingdoctor.com/hearing-loss/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pedro_Ponce_de_Le%C3%B3n
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There is no doubt that, even well into the twentieth century, Deafness – and the inability of hearing people to 
communicate with deaf people – led to wrongful diagnoses of many deaf peoples’ “psychological constitution”. They 
were often sentenced to a living death in a psychiatric institution. 

It is only in the past 50 years that the growing recognition of Sign Languages as languages in their own right has 
enabled mainstream society to identify one of the root causes of mental health problems and misdiagnoses for Deaf 
people.    Most people tend to think of deafness as a disability.  This view is often shared by those who become deaf 
through illness or injury. However, deaf people who communicate through Sign Language see themselves as part of 
a distinct community, with a common language and cultural heritage. Sign Language is not a universal language. 
Every country has its own Sign Language.  
 
The language of the Deaf community in the UK is British Sign Language (BSL), which was recognised by the 
Government as a language in its own right in 2003.  BSL is not a variation on spoken English, still less a degraded 
version of it.  Each Sign Language is a fully formed language in its own right. Deaf people have created poetry, 
drama, comedy and other forms of cultural expression in Sign Language.   For many, English - including written 
English - is at best a second language. Research has shown that, because of problems in education, the average deaf 
school leaver has a reading age of only nine. So attempting to deal with complex mental health issues with deaf 
people through writing is rarely the answer. 
 
Charles-Michel de l'Épée The Abbé Charles-Michel de l'Épée (born Versailles) was a philanthropic educator of 18th-
century France who has become known as the "Father of the Deaf" in the mid-1700s. 
Samuel Heinicke 
A pioneer of deaf education, this German advocate established the first oral school for the deaf in Germany in 1768 
Thomas Edison (1847-1931), US inventor 
This historic inventor had a hearing loss. 
Andrew Jackson Foster (1925–1987) was a missionary to the deaf in Ghana, Rwanda and other countries in Africa 
from 1956 until his death in 1987. In 1954, he became the first Deaf African American to earn a bachelor's degree 
from Gallaudet University and the first to earn a master's degree from Eastern Michigan University. He soon earned 
a second master's degree from Seattle Pacific Christian College (now called Seattle Pacific University) also in 
education. He founded Christian Mission for the Deaf African in 1956 and eventually set out for Accra, Ghana, where 
he established the first school for the deaf on the entire continent of Africa.  The first African-American to graduate 
from Gallaudet College, Foster went on to establish 32 schools for the deaf in 13 African countries. 
DEAF PERSONALITIES 
Ludwig van Beethoven (1770–1827), German composer. Despite increasing deafness, Beethoven wrote 
prodigiously: nine symphonies, thirty-two piano sonatas, sixteen string quartets, the opera Fidelio (1814), and the 
Mass in D (the Missa Solemnis, 1823). 
Lou Ferrigno b. 1951 (The Incredible Hulk - CBS TV series) - A bodybuilder and actor with hearing loss. 
Marlee Matlin b. 1965 
She is perhaps the best known American deaf actress. ‘Children of a Lesser God’.  She played ‘Joey Lucas’ in the 
television series ‘West Wing’. 
Jack Ashley, MP for Stoke on Trent, 1966-1992 subsequently sat in the House of Lords 
In Literature there are many examples of major deaf characters:  (book title, author, year, character) 
The History of the Life and Adventures of Mr Duncan Cambell, Daniel Defoe, 1720, Duncan Campbell 
Dr Marigold, Charles Dickens, 1863, Sophy 
Deaf Sentence, David Lodge, 2008, Professor Bates 
Emma, Jane Austen, 1815, Mrs. Bates’ mother 
Bleak House, Charles Dickens, 1852, Caddy Jellby’s baby 
Saturday Night, Sunday Morning, Alan Sillitoe, 1858, Doreen’s mother 
The Mallen Girl, Catherine Cookson, 1973, Barbara 
Porterhouse Blue, Tom Sharpe, 1974, Chaplain 
The Silent World of Nicholas Quinn, Colin Dexter, 1978, Nicholas Quinn 

 
https://limpingchicken.com/ 
http://www.deafinfo.org.uk/ 
reference: Goldilocks or Granny?, Paul Dakin, 
Journal of Medical Biography 23(4), 227-237, 2015, sagepub.co.uk 

https://www.verywellhealth.com/samuel-heinicke-oral-education-1046549
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Missionary
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Deaf
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gallaudet_University
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eastern_Michigan_University
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seattle_Pacific_University
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian_Mission_for_the_Deaf
https://www.verywellhealth.com/interview-with-marlee-matlin-1048669
https://limpingchicken.com/
http://www.deafinfo.org.uk/
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JULIA CORPS 

VOLUNTEER IN THE NGH HISTORIC ARCHIVE AND MUSEUM. 

 

DR WILLIAM KERR  
(1739-1824) Surgeon at Northampton General Infirmary 

Founding Member of Northampton Infirmary 1794 
Because of Covid-19 the NGH History Museum and Archive (image above right) has been 

closed to the public since March.  I was beginning to think my brain had closed down 

too when it 

was 

announced 

that cold 

water 

swimming 

could help 

protect the brain from dementia. Then I 

received an interesting email asking for 

information about Dr Kerr, because of his 

possible interest in Cold Bathing and the 

baths situated in Scarlet Well Street. This 

enquiry was the spark I needed to awaken 

my brain.  

It appears that Dr Kerr certainly had a great 

interest in cold water bathing and his house 

in Sheep Street was quite close to these 

baths. He was considerably involved with 

the planning of the new Infirmary and archive records show that a cold bath, lined with Dutch tiles, was incorporated 

in the infirmary plans.  

It is well known that Hydrotherapy has been with us since ancient times and was practiced by Ancient Chinese, 

Egyptian and Greek civilisations and documented by the Greek physician Hippocrates (460-377 BC).   

We also know that the Romans introduced us to warm spa baths as a relaxing and social occupation.   In the 18th 

Century, when medicine was in its infancy, weird and wonderful treatments were trialled.  Cold bathing was 

considered a healthy activity and used to treat conditions such as nightmares, leprosy, plague, rickets, hysteria, gout, 

constipation, bronchitis, cancer and flatulence. 

The physician Sir John Floyer (1649-1734) campaigned to promote the benefits of cold water bathing and built a bath 

house in Burntwood, near Lichfield. It comprised of two baths situated close together, one for the men, the other for 

ladies and divided by a wall. The upper bath was for women and this fed water to the lower one for men. The baths 

were sufficiently deep enough to reach up to the neck and accessed by stone steps, filled overnight from a spring 

and both had an adjoining dressing room. Indeed, plunge pools and cold baths grew in popularity and the wealthy 

built their own baths in houses and gardens across the land. Some were often landscaped as grottos added to 

terraced or walled gardens to make them an interesting feature.   

For those of a more modest income there were public baths. An advert in the local paper described that the benefits 

of cold bathing had great effect in treating gout, rheumatism, and post- fever weaknesses and that many had been 

restored to health by the efficacy of the local spring waters. The cost to use these local baths situated near ‘Scarlet –

Well’, was one guinea a year, fifteen shillings per half year, half a guinea per quarter, five shillings per month or six 

pence per single use.  Like most health fads the fashion for cold bathing dwindled as hot indoor baths became more 

popular in the 19th C. and a greater emphasis was placed on Public Health and better sanitation. 

Dr William Kerr (1739-1824) Surgeon at Northampton General Infirmary (1763-1824) 
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Thinking of dieting after putting on weight in Lockdown - and Christmas is coming …? 
Moving some books around the shelves in the NGH history archives the other day, I came upon this booklet. I 
thought it was a gem and I would like to share it with you 
 

William Banting (1796-1878)   

Letter on Corpulence 1864 
William Banting was a notable English undertaker, of St James’s Street, London. As funeral 
directors to the Royal Household, the Banting family conducted the funerals of Kings 
George III and George IV, The Duke of Gloucester, Duke of Wellington, Prince Albert, 
Queen Victoria and King Edward VII. 

Formerly obese, he is known for being the first to popularise a weight loss diet based on 
limiting intake of carbohydrates 

‘Of all the parasites that affect humanity I do not know of any more distressing than that 
of obesity.’ 

In 1863, Banting wrote a booklet called ‘Letter on Corpulence’.  It was  written as an open letter accounting for all his 
unsuccessful fasts, diets, spa and exercise regimens in his past that had been on the advice of various medical 
experts, ‘sparing no trouble or expense in consultations with the best authorities in the land, giving each and all a fair 
time for experiment.’ 

He indulged in sea air and bathing in various localities with much walking exercise: Took gallons of physic and liquor 
potassae - advisably and abundantly: 3 went riding on horseback; took to the waters and climate of Leamington 
many times as well as those at Cheltenham and Harrogate frequently … all to no avail. 

 ‘When a corpulent man eats and drinks and sleeps well, has no pain to speak of and no particular organic disease, 
the judgement of able men seem paralysed. I have been generally informed that corpulence is one of the natural 
results of increasing years. However, the added pounds are like the parasite of barnacles on a ship, if it does not 
destroy the structure, it obstructs the comfortable progress in the path of life.’ 

‘Although of no very great weight or size, still I could not stoop to tie my shoe. I have been compelled to go down 
stairs backwards to save the jarring of my knee and ankle joints and have been obliged to puff and blow with every 
slight exertion.’  ‘At this juncture Turkish baths became the fashion and I was advised to adopt them as a remedy. 
With the first few I found immense benefit in power and elasticity for walking exercise, so believing I had found the 
‘Philosopher’s Stone’ I pursued them three times a week til I had taken 50 , then less frequently – as I began to fancy 
that so many had weakened my constitution-until I had taken 90, but I had never  succeeded in losing more than 6lbs 
during the whole course and I gave up the plan as useless … though I have full belief in their cleansing properties and 
their value in colds, rheumatism and many other ailments.’ 

After suffering from a small umbilical hernia he continued to seek further advisors.  The person he turned to was a 
Soho Square physician, Dr William Harvey, who suggested dietary changes used in the context of diabetes 
management. He found a dietary change that finally worked for him. His diet was four meals a day, consisting of 
meat, greens, fruits and dry wine. The emphasis was on avoiding sugar, starch, beer, milk and butter. Initially he 
published the booklet at his own expense but proved so popular he sold it to the general public and was still in print 
in 2007 and is available on line today (see below).  In the 1920’s, a distant relation of his, Frederick Banting, went on to 
discover insulin with Charles Best. 

William Banting Letter on Corpulence 
This eBook is for the use of anyone anywhere in the United States and most other parts of the world at no cost and with almost no restrictions whatsoever.  You 
may copy it, give it away or re-use it under the terms of the Project Gutenberg License included with this eBook or online at www.gutenberg.org.  If you are not 
located in the United States, you'll have to check the laws of the country where you are located before using this ebook. 
https://www.gutenberg.org/files/57545/57545-h/57545-h.htm 

MORE INFORMATION:  https://chestofbooks.com/health/materia-medica-drugs/The-Essentials-Therapeutics/Liquor-Potassse-Solution-Of-
Potash.html 

 
3 Therapeutics. Liquor potassae, in large doses and undiluted, is a violent caustic poison; but taken into the stomach in a diluted form it acts at 

first as a direct antacid, neutralizing any free acid in the stomach; it also produces a powerful sedative effect upon the mucous membrane. TO  
 
 

 

https://www.gutenberg.org/files/57545/57545-h/57545-h.htm
https://chestofbooks.com/health/materia-medica-drugs/The-Essentials-Therapeutics/Liquor-Potassse-Solution-Of-Potash.html
https://chestofbooks.com/health/materia-medica-drugs/The-Essentials-Therapeutics/Liquor-Potassse-Solution-Of-Potash.html
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MARGARET EDWARDS 

A DAUGHTER OF TIME  BY JOSEPHINE TEY 
I have just finished reading this book and I think it might interest many of you if you haven’t come across it.  In particular 

as the title is taken from an old proverb “Truth is the daughter of Time” which I think is particularly apposite at this 

time.  Probably more so in the US at the moment than here. But I do feel we are not told the whole truth by our 

politicians.   Hopefully, over time, the whole truth about Covid 19 will emerge.  

 But there are other relevant reasons for it being a good read: 

1. The story is based around the mystery of the murder of the 2 young princes, who were Richard III’s nephews living 
in the Tower of London, and had a better right to the throne than either Richard or Henry. 

2. Some of you may remember trips we made to the site of the 1485 battle of Bosworth resulting in the death of 
Richard III and the crowning of Henry VII.  Also the visit to the exhibition 
about Richard on the discovery of his grave in a car park. This gives you a 
good background to the story. 

3. It is set around Inspector Grant who is stuck in hospital having broken his 
leg and in need of something to occupy him.  Luckily, a friend suggests he 
investigate an historical mystery and that is “Who murdered the Princes?” 

4. In the process he discovers the unreliability of versions of history and comes 
to a conclusion with which perhaps you might or might not agree.  

5. It is set in such an entertaining and unusual environment (a hospital) it 
makes for a really original, masterly, well researched and often funny 
detective story.  

6. I suggest you have a good look at the painting of Richard III (on the right) and 
decide what it reveals about his personality, if anything, before you start 
the book. 

7. To encourage you further in 1990 it was voted number one in “The Top 100 
Crime Novels of All Time”. 

 

Josephine Tey was a mystery herself. Her real name was Elizabeth 

MacKintosh and her original pen name was Gordon Daviot followed by 

Josephine Tey.  She was a very private person never giving interviews. 

Born in 1896 and dying in 1952 aged 55. She gave all her estate to the 

National Trust. 

 

Kathy’s  Comment:  This book is a favourite of mine. 

Point 3 above: This theme of an inspector investigating an historic crime whilst lying in a hospital bed was repeated in 

the series Morse written by Colin Dexter, in the episode named ‘The Wench is Dead’ in 1998.   Colin Dexter based his 

story on a real crime and investigation into a women who was killed whilst on a barge journey.  The real victim was 

Christina Collins as she travelled the Trent and Mersey Canal at Rugeley, Staffs in 1839;  her body was found in the 

canal at Brindley Bank by Rugeley aqueduct.  Two of the crew of boatmen with whom she shared her journey, James 

Owen, the Captain, and George Thomas, were both convicted of rape and murder and hanged in Stafford Gaol. A third 

man was transported to Australia - a different conclusion to the Morse episode.  I have a personal interest in that 

particular episode;  James Owen was my 1st cousin, 5 x removed.   

A recent BBC daytime show Murder, Mystery and My Family re-investigated the murder (on behalf of a relative of 

George Thomas) when two barristers reached a verdict that the conviction of George Thomas (and that of Joseph 

Owen) was 'demonstrably and unarguably' unsafe’ - (for lack of evidence) and that they should never have been 

hanged in Stafford. The barristers decision was based on -  “The reality is that there were no eye witnesses to assist 

any jury as to how or why Mrs Collins came to be in the canal or how and why she drowned. There was no evidence of 

physical or sexual assault.”  Many years ago I obtained a copy of the trial records, from Harvard University (of all 

places), Cambridge M.A. and they make interesting reading! 

this book cover has the same picture on the 
front cover as that of Josephine Tey's book - 

but is a better image 

https://www.stokesentinel.co.uk/all-about/stafford
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JAMES PERCY HARRISON M.M.,*  J.P.,**  1889-1972 (KNOWN AFFECTIONATELY AS JP)  

DAVID WINTER 

 
JP had a long association with Duston’s Elderly, he is known to have sung at their Christmas Party in 1923, and by 

1931 he was on the Chapel’s Old Folks Organizing Committee. 

As a Parish Councilor in 1952 he suggested 

summer outings for the Elderly, and he agreed to 

be responsible for raising the necessary funds. 

JP became Parish Council Old People’s Welfare 

Committee Chairman in 1958 and Council 

Chairman in 1959. 

He was at the forefront of Duston’s opposition to 

Northampton’s expansion with the “ Hands off 

Duston” campaign.  In response to the Borough’s 

plea that it “must expand or die” JP famously 

replied that “the later would be preferable”. 

In 1961 he organized the first Parish Council 

holiday for the elderly to Eastbourne. 1965 saw 

the winding up of the Parish Council , but JP 

became Organizing Secretary for the newly 

formed Old Peoples Welfare Association from 

1965 until 1968. In this role he continued to 

organize Old Folks holidays and outings along with 

fundraising bazaars and whist drives. 

 

JP was a staunch Labour Party supporter and always wore a red flower in his buttonhole.  

*Military Medal **Justice of the Peace 

 

THE HIGHFIELD ESTATE - ASHTREES HOUSE - OLD DUSTON - KATHY PERKINS 

In Duston there is a large, substantial house, once surrounded by plenty of private space which included a 

magnificent professionally laid out garden.   The property then extended to approximately 19.428  acres, and 

comprised the Residence and Gardens known as ‘Ashtrees’, a stone built cottage, a Fruit and Mushroom Farm, and 

Agricultural land.  The greater part of the property was Freehold, the remainder being held on Lease for a period of 

ninety-nine years from 1st June 1919 at  rent of £50 per annum. 

This house was up for sale by auction, at the direction of Mrs. Percy Major, on Wednesday, 6th June 1951 at the 

Angel Hotel, Bridge Street, Northampton. 

The Joint Auctioneers were Legge & Sismey and Phelan & Agutter, both well-known Northampton names.  Solicitors 

for the sale were Messrs Becke Green and Stops, Westminster Bank Chambers, Northampton. 

THE SALES CATALOGUE READS: 

“The Estate is approached over a private road which joins the main road from Old Duston to New Duston almost in 

the centre of the Village of Old Duston and is enclosed by an oak gate hung between two stone pillars and control by 

an automatic ‘Inanout’ fitting.   

On the South side of the private road is a substantially built Stone Cottage with a tiled roof ..”  It was let to Mr R.W. 

Tate (quarterly rental of £45.10.0d.) per Annum plus Rates.  On the South side of the Private Road is the Entrance to 
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The Drive (‘Inanout’ fitting).  The access to The Residence is over a gravelled roadway, partly lined with trees a party 

bounded by the Rose Garden, and finishing in a wide gravelled sweep.” 

 

THE RESIDENCE known as ‘ASHTREES’ 

… was carefully and solidly built in 1929.   The Main Entrance is over a simple stone flagged Porch … gave access to a 

stone flagged Lobby enclosed by an oak door with a bottled glass panel … leading to a Corridor enclosed by an Oak 

door with three leaded light panels, from which access to the Reception Rooms, Rear Hall, Garden and Domestic 

Quarters is obtained. 

On the ground floor there is The Lounge, Dining 

Room, Morning Room, Rear Hall, Cloakroom and Hall.  

There is also Domestic Quarters which include a 

sitting room, kitchen/scullery, laundry, lavatory, 

maids garden and an enclosed yard. 

A first and second floor; a garage block, and 

magnificent gardens.” 

Article To be continued … 

 

1953-1957 PRIVATE HOUSING ESTATE 

Known as ‘Highfield Estate’ houses and bungalows 

were built by Messrs. W.H. Wilson, Builders, from 

Northampton on a slight eminence from the centre of the village and leading to the main road.   The prices for these 

properties ranged from £1,500 and many Timken employees who were residing in Eastfield Road moved to 

‘Highfield’.   This movement followed a pattern and the employees who had owned their own properties before the 

war were the people who now moved to do the same again, whereas the Council tenants of pre-war stayed in the 

Council owned houses in Eastfield Road. 

Extract Source: The Effect of British Timken on the village of Duston, Margaret Jenks, 1969 
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A NEW BEGINNING – REBECCA SHAWCROSS 
 
Northampton Museum was founded on 9th November 1865. Like so many other museums it began with a random 
collection of curios, but soon developed into the regional museum for Northamptonshire. Today, the museum is 
renowned for its boot and shoe collection recognised as being of national and international importance.  The 
museum is also home to diverse collections assembled over the past 150 years including fine and decorative art, 
military, social history, costume, and geology.  
 
Located in Northampton’s Cultural Quarter, the museum plays a significant role in the cultural life of the town and 
county. Our mission is to engage and motivate the widest audience about Northampton and its regions, through the 
best use of our collections.  
 
Sunday 19 February 2017 marked the beginning of the first phase of an exciting new chapter in the history of the 
museum as it closed its doors ahead of major new expansion and renovation work, in partnership with 
GSSArchitecture the lead architects and principal designers for the expansion project. 
 

The striking new 
extension brings 
together three 
buildings, the 
existing Museum 
and Art Gallery on 
Guildhall Road, the 
Old Gaol Block 
behind the museum 
that was once part 
of the old county 
council site, and 
part of the former 
county council 
offices overlooking 
Guildhall Road.  
 
 
 

The dramatic triple-height link space connects the existing museum building with the Gaol block and will contain a 
new café with a roof terrace and new spaces allowing the museum to act as a hub for events and as a general 
meeting and social space within the town centre. 
 
In the Gaol Block there will be a new 380sqm gallery which will enable the museum to host major touring exhibitions 
and develop in-house exhibitions focusing on the world-class designated shoe collection and the history and heritage 
of Northampton. There will also be a new permanent shoe gallery, teaching facilities, art galleries, a shop and a 
selling gallery. We all want the museum to be fully involved in the life of the region, helping people make sense of 
their past and bringing into focus their relevance for the future. 
 
As with any major project there have been challenges along the way including of course the impact felt as a result of 
Covid-19 from March 2020. But we have all risen to the challenges and work is currently taking place installing all the 
new galleries and facilities for an opening in early 2021. 
 
Here is a flavour of what you will see when you first visit: The opening exhibition in the temporary gallery is We are 
Northampton which celebrates the town’s rich heritage and will give you an opportunity to explore Northampton’s 
character through a sense of identity and place. It explores places of special significance and highlights the unique 
characteristics of the borough’s different neighbourhoods including of course the delights of Duston.   
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Notable residents both past and present, iconic buildings, events, activities, groups and clubs will also feature in an 
exhibition developed in collaboration with the people of Northampton, who have contributed their memories and 
stories about the town. 
 
The existing art galleries have gone through a light refurbishment and will open with Chris Fiddes – Challenging 

Perspectives, an exhibition looking back at the life of notable and prolific local artist Christopher Fiddes, plus 

Inspiration, which delves into how artists and designers are inspired by all manner of things from the everyday to the 

fantastical, from nature to people, music to stories. For all ages, Inspiration explores the way artists look at the world 

around them and how this sparks their creative imagination.  

The revamped History Gallery includes new displays on lacemaking and post war development of Northampton. 

The new shoe gallery will showcase the depth and breadth of the internationally renowned shoe collection. The 

gallery will be divided in to three distinct areas that will ask the following questions: 

Why do we wear the shoe styles we wear - which looks at how there are several basic styles from which all shoes can 

find their origins and will present a chronological history from our earliest shoe to contemporary designs. 

How do we create the shoes we wear - will look at how designers design the shoes they do, so what inspires them, 

who they design for and the design process. It will also look at how shoes are made covering bespoke, Northampton 

factory made and modern production. 

The final and largest section looks at why we wear the shoes we wear and is split into distinct topics such as celebrity 

endorsement, branding and advertising, how we buy shoes, and why we wear shoes including for practical reasons, 

collecting, as markers of rites of passage, cultural meaning and as a sense of our individual and collective identity. 

The gallery will include all the old favourites from the elephant boot to Queen Victoria’s wedding shoes, but also 

new acquisitions from designers and the public, with an emphasis on all the fascinating stories shoes can tell. 

The expanded shop 

and selling gallery 

will celebrate 

Northamptonshire’s 

history and shoe 

heritage, with a 

focus on local 

artists and makers. 

New teaching 

facilities will also be 

available, with a 

dedicated schools 

and activity space 

available for visits 

and workshops, 

alongside a central 

hall capable of hosting major events and available for corporate hire. 

The museum is set to be a major attraction, where visitors can discover Northampton’s internationally important 

shoe collection, explore the town’s rich history, and experience an ever-changing programme of art, activities, 

events and temporary exhibitions. 

So, we will be delighted to welcome you all to visit when we open in 2021 to enjoy the exhibitions, new facilities and 

a well-deserved cup of tea and a slice of cake in the café. 
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CHRISTMAS GREETINGS 

To you all  

Margaret Edwards, Barbara Luke, Andrew North, Mark 

Vincent, Stephen Garratt and Kathy Perkins  

 

IMAGES - Mark Vincent  

(below left) small grave markers behind St. Crispin’s chapel - burials ceased there in 1971 

(below right) a pump in a front garden in Main Road, Duston, just past the turning to Port Road 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                             (who is the little girl?)      David Foster Collection 

                                                         

WHOOPS: Issue 8,  Page 5, the two photographs on page 5 under the heading David Carter should have been 

credited to David Winter - and the image labelled ‘ front of St. John’s station’ was in fact Bridge Street Station.   

EDITORIAL - ARTICLES AND IMAGES FOR THE  JANUARY EDITION OF THE DLHS NEWSLETTER should be sent to me 

by 6th DECEMBER  so please send me items of interest for publication.  Kathy   

 

Duston.dlhs@gmail.com 

The Editor reserves the right to decline to accept an article.   Also articles may be edited due to space constraints 

mailto:Duston.dlhs@gmail.com

